
GOLD MOUNTED FORELEG OF A MINIATURE SOUTHEAST ASIAN MOUSE-DEER
A FINE GOLD MOUNTED FORELEG OF A MINIATURE SOUTHEAST ASIAN MOUSE-DEER ‘TRAGULUS JAVANICUS’ FOR USE AS

A POCKET PIPE TAMPER CONTAINED IN AN ORIGINAL SHAGREEN CASE

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 7.5CM LONG - 3 INS LONG / CASE: 8.5CM LONG - 3¼ LONG 
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LITERATURE

THE SMALLEST KNOWN HOOFED MAMMAL, THE JAVA MOUSE-DEER IS ABOUT THE SIZE OF A SMALL RABBIT. MEASURING
ABOUT NINE INCHES TO THE SHOULDER, THEY WEIGH ONLY 5 OR 6 POUNDS. PRIMARILY HERBIVORES THEY ARE
CREPUSCULAR AND MOSTLY SHY AND SOLITARY, ALTHOUGH THEY WILL DEFEND THEIR TERRITORY WITH SHARP,

PROTRUDING CANINE TUSKS. KNOWN AS ‘PAK PELANDOK’ IN MALAYSIA THEY WERE PROBABLY FIRST BROUGHT BACK TO
EUROPE BY MEMBERS OF THE EAST INDIA COMPANY WHO ESTABLISHED A TRADING BASE IN MALAYA IN 1786.

HISTORICALLY IN INDONESIAN AND MALAYSIAN MYTHOLOGY THE MOUSE-DEER IS CONSIDERED A WISE CREATURE WHO
THROUGH HIS INTELLIGENCE AND CUNNING IS ABLE TO PREVAIL OVER HIS MUCH LARGER ENEMIES.

 


