Finch & C°

SILVER MOUNTED ENGLISH TURNED IVORY POCKET SNUFF BOX CONTAINING TWO SAMPLES OF POLYNESIAN TAPA CLOTH AND
ONE OF LINEN FLAX

ASILVER MOUNTED ENGLISH TURNED IVORY POCKET SNUFF BOX CONTAINING TWO SAVPLES OF POLYNESIAN TAPA
CLOTH AND ONE OF LINEN FLAX

AFOLDED NOTE INSIDE INSCRIBED IN INK ‘APIECE OF LINEN BROUGHT FROM GEORGES ISLAND BY CAPTAIN COOK AND
GIVEN TO E.K.D BY MRS RICHARDSON’

CAPTAIN JAVES COOK MISITED THE KING GEORGE ISLANDS IN 1774 ON HIS SECOND VOYAGE NOW IN FRENCH POLYNESIA
THE ISLANDS WERE FIRST DISCOVERED BY THE DUTCHMAN WILLEM SCHOUTEN IN 1616

LATE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: LIDDED BOX 3CMHIGH, 5SCMDIA - 14 INS HIGH, 2 INS DIA

ASILVER MOUNTED ENGLISH TURNED IVORY POCKET SNUFF BOX CONTAINING TWO SAVPLES OF POLYNESIAN TAPA
CLOTH AND ONE OF LINEN FLAX



AFOLDED NOTE INSIDE INSCRIBED IN INK ‘APIECE OF LINEN BROUGHT FROM GEORGES ISLAND BY CAPTAIN COOK AND
GIVEN TOE.K.D BY MRS RICHARDSON'

CAPTAN JAVES COOKMSITED THE KING GEORGE ISLANDS IN 1774 ON HIS SECOND VOYAGE NOW IN FRENCH POLYNESIA
THE ISLANDS WERE FIRST DISCOVERED BY THE DUTCHMAN WILLEM SCHOUTEN IN 1616

LATE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: LIDDED BOX: 3CMHIGH, 5CMDIA - 174 INS HIGH, 2 INS DIA

LITERATURE

TAPAWAS STRONG CLOTH MADE BY FELTING WET INNER BARK FIBRE WITH AGROOVED MALLET. THERE WERE MANY
TYPES OF TAPAMADE ACROSS THE PACIFIC FROMMANY KINDS OF BARK, AS THICK AS LEATHER OR AS THIN AS LACE.
SUPERIOR TAPA, WHITE AND EXTREMELY THIN AND SUPPLE WAS HIGHLY VALUED. ON TAHITI IT WAS CALLED ‘HOPUU
AND MADE FROM THE INNER BARK OF THE PAPER MULBERRY TREE. THE WORD ‘TAPA IS EUROPEAN ADAPTED BY
ENGLISH AND AVERICAN SAILORS FROM THE SAMOAN TERMFOR AN UNCOLOURED BORDER AND THE HAWAIIAN TERM
‘KAPA MEANING BARK CLOTH. USE OF THE WORD SPREAD THROUGHOUT POLYNESIAWTH MSSIONARIES REFERRING
TO TAPAAS ‘NATIVE CLOTH'. COOK MARVELLED AT THE PROPERTIES OF POLYNESIAN TAPAAND BROUGHT BACK A
CONSIDERABLE NUMBER OF SAMPLES. HOWEVER, THE MISSIONARIES LATER GENERALLY REGARDED IT AS HEATHEN
AND BROUGHT BACK VERY LITTLE OF IT, IMPORTING ENGLISH BROADCLOTH AS SOON AS THEY COULD. TAPAWAS USED
FOR THE ADORNMENT AND WRAPPING OF SACRED OBJECTS, IDOLS AND OTHER THINGS SUCH AS ANCESTRAL SKULLS.
SECTIONS OR ROLLS OF BEAUTIFULLY MADE TAPACLOTH WERE REGARDED AS SIGNIFICANT GIFTS WITH WHITE TAPAIN
PARTICULAR USED FOR THE ROBES OF PRIESTS ON THE COOK ISLANDS. BY THE LATE 19TH CENTURY BIBLES WERE
WRAPPED IN TAPA

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE COLLECTION EAST ANGLIAN FAMLY

THENCE BY DESCENT



