
SPANISH COLONIAL PERUVIAN SHELL SHAPED MOTHER OF PEARL PRIMING FLASK
A SPANISH COLONIAL PERUVIAN SHELL SHAPED MOTHER OF PEARL PRIMING FLASK WITH ENGRAVED SILVER MOUNTS

AND PINEAPPLE STOPPER

LATE 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 9CM HIGH, 7CM WIDE, 2.5CM DEEP - 3½ INS HIGH, 2¾ INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE



FROM THE 16TH CENTURY ONWARDS, PRIMING AND POWDER FLASKS FOR GUNS MADE OF EXOTIC MATERIALS OFTEN
BECAME KUNSTKAMMER OBJECTS RATHER THAN HUNTING ACCOUTREMENTS ONCE THEY REACHED THE SHORES OF

EUROPE. THE SPANISH FIRST LANDED ON THE COAST OF PERU IN 1532 ENCOUNTERING THE VIBRANT INCA EMPIRE THAT
STRETCHED ALMOST THE ENTIRE RUGGED LENGTH OF THE ANDES. AFTER THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE VICEROYALTY

OF PERU IN 1542 A REMARKABLE EXCHANGE OF CULTURES BETWEEN EUROPE AND THE NEW WORLD BEGAN TO
FLOURISH BRINGING TRADE IN GOODS, SERVICES AND IDEAS BETWEEN THE TWO. THE ART OF SILVERSMITHING WAS

ALSO TRANSFORMED WHEN GREAT LODES OF SILVER IN THE MOUNTAINS ABOVE THE TOWN OF POTOSI WERE
DISCOVERED. NATIVE METALWORKS AND EUROPEAN IMMIGRANT SILVERSMITHS MADE EVERY VARIETY OF DOMESTIC,

SPORTING AND ECCLESIASTICAL OBJECT AND STRUGGLED TO KEEP PACE WITH COMMISSIONS.

 


