
PACIFIC NORTHWEST COAST TLINGIT PEOPLES RED CEDAR-WOOD CEREMONIAL OIL DISH
A PACIFIC NORTHWEST COAST TLINGIT PEOPLES RED CEDAR-WOOD CEREMONIAL OIL DISH CARVED WITH AN IMAGE OF

AN EAGLE TO BOTH ENDS

THE TOP INLAID WITH BRASS ROUNDELS

CIRCA 1830 - 50

SIZE: 11CM HIGH, 35CM WIDE, 26.5CM DEEP - 4¼ INS HIGH, 13¾ INS WIDE, 10½ INS DEEP 
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LITERATURE

THE NORTHWEST COAST IS A BROAD AND RUGGED ZONE OF INTERLOCKING INLETS AND ISLANDS SEPARATED FROM
THE REST OF THE CONTINENT BY THE MASSIVE BARRIER OF THE COAST RANGE OF MOUNTAINS. GEOGRAPHICALLY IT

HAS ALWAYS RESISTED APPROACH AND TRAVEL BY LAND, BUT HAS BEEN BOUNTIFULLY PRODUCTIVE TO THE PEOPLES
WITH A CULTURE ORIENTATED TO THE SEA. 

     HAVING AN UNUSUALLY DISTINCTIVE AND COMPLEX CULTURE THEIR ART WAS A WAY OF MAKING THE NATURAL AND
THE SUPERNATURAL WORLD VISIBLE. MADE OF A SINGLE PIECE OF RED CEDAR-WOOD, THIS BOWL IS RELIEF CARVED

WITH THE CLAN MOTIF OF AN EAGLE IDENTIFIED BY THE SLIGHTLY CURVED BEAK SPLIT VERTICALLY AT THE BASE OF THE



DESIGN. EVERY TLINGIT IS A MEMBER OF TWO GROUPS, ‘MOIETIES’ AND IDENTIFIES AS A RAVEN OR AN EAGLE, WITH EACH
MOIETY COMPRISING SMALLER KINSHIP GROUPS KNOWN AS CLANS. THE BOWL WAS A STATUS SYMBOL WITH THE IMAGE
OF THE EAGLE REPRESENTING THE EMBLEM OF THE MATRILINEAL CLAN TO WHICH IT BELONGED. THEY WERE USED FOR

SERVING RENDERED SEAL OR CANDLEFISH ‘EULACHON’ OIL THAT ACCOMPANIED THE SMOKED SALMON AT POTLACH
CEREMONIES AND FEASTS, AND THEY BECAME SO PERMEATED WITH OIL THAT THEY STILL EXUDE IT AFTER A CENTURY
OR MORE. ONLY THE WEALTHY CHIEFS AND CLAN NOBLES HELD POTLACH CEREMONIES ON IMPORTANT OCCASIONS,

SUCH AS FUNERALS AND WEDDINGS, WHERE THE HOST BESTOWED LAVISH GIFTS ON HIS GUESTS AND ALL HIS NOBLE
TITLES WOULD BE READ OUT. ONE OF THE VALUED GIFTS AT A POTLACH WAS THE OIL PRESENTED AND SERVED IN A

BOWL SUCH AS THIS.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION

ACQUIRED CHRISTIES, LONDON, LOT 131, FINE TRIBAL ART, APRIL, 1990

 


