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ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ENGRAVED AND GILDED STEEL SCRIBE'S MANUSCRIPT KNIFE

ARARE ITALIAN RENAISSANCE ENGRAVED AND GILDED STEEL SCRIBE'S MANUSCRIPT KNIFE THE LONG IVORY HANDLE
CARVED WITH ALION'S HEAD THE ELONGATED BLADE WITH AN ARMORIAL AND TO THE REVERSE ANOBLEMAN IN
FASHIONABLE ATTIRE

CIRCA1615- 1630

SIZE: 37CMLONG - 14%2INS LONG/ 39CMHIGH - 15% INS HIGH (WITH BASE)
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CF: MCHAEL FINLAY; ‘WESTERN WRITING IMPLEMENTS OF THE AGE OF THE QUILL PEN’ PLAINS BOOKS 1990; ‘THE



SCRIBE’S KNIFE: ACHRONOLOGY OF THE PEN KNIFE’ NO. 74 CIRCA 1615 - 1630 FOR AN ILLUSTRATION OF THIS SHAPE

LITERATURE

EVERY MEDIEVAL EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN MONASTERY HAD A SCRIPTORIUM‘APLACE FOR WRITING, AROOMDEVOTED TO
THE WRITING, COPYING AND ILLUMNATING OF MANUSCRIPTS MOSTLY CARRIED OUT BY MONASTIC SCRIBES. WRITING
WAS ASKILL THAT WAS DIFFICULT TO LEARN AND TO BECOME AMASTER SCRIBE TOOK YEARS OF EXPERIENCE AND
CONSEQUENTLY WAS AHIGHLY VALUED VOCATION. THEIR TOOLS OF THE TRADE SUCH AS THESE KNIVES WERE OFTEN
PROUDLY DISPLAYED, AND WERE USED TO SHARPEN QUILLS, SCRAPE AWAY MISTAKES, AND HOLD THE PARCHMENT IN
PLACE WHILST WRITING. ERASING MISTAKES BY SCRAPING THE INK OFF THE PAGE WAS APAINSTAKING JOB AS IT WAS
DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE WITHOUT RUINING APIECE OF PARCHVMENT. SOVE PAGAN MANUSCRIPTS WERE REUSED FOR
WRITING NEW BIBLICAL TEXTS BECAUSE OF THE HIGH COST OF THE MATERIAL. THE OLD INK WAS SCRAPPED OFF WITH A
SCRIBE’S KNIFE AND WRITTEN OVER TO CREATE A‘PALIMPSEST, GREEK FOR ‘SCRAPED AGAIN'. OCCASIONALLY A
SCRIBE WOULD RENT HIS FRUSTRATION IN THE MARGINS OF AMANUSCRIPT, ONE SUCH NOTE READS: ‘ACURSE ON
THEE, O PEN’. AGOOD SCRIBE’S KNIFE WAS THEREFORE INDISPENSABLE.
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