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LITERATURE

THE CELESTIAL ANIMAL AND NATIONAL EMBLEM OF TIBET, SNOW LIONS SYMBOLISE POWER AND STRENGTH AND ARE
TRADITIONALLY PLACED ABOVE TEMPLE DOORS OR ON ALTARS INSERTED INTO THE ‘TORANA’; THE ARCH OF GLORY,

WHICH SURROUNDS THE DIVINITY. THEIR FUNCTION IS TO ACT AS GUARDIANS AND DEFENDERS AND IN THIS PANEL HE
IS SHOWN WITH HIS JAWS PARTED AS IF EMITTING A MENACING GROWL TO WARD OFF EVIL SPIRITS.

     THEY ARE THOUGHT TO LIVE IN THE HIGHEST MOUNTAINS, REPRESENTING THE YOGIS WHO LIVE AS HERMITS UP IN
THE HIMALAYAS. THE SNOW LION IS THE PROTECTOR OF THE BUDDHA AND IS DEPICTED SUPPORTING HIS THRONE. A
SINGLE ROAR FROM HIS GREAT MOUTH WAS CONSIDERED TO BE SO POWERFUL THAT IT COULD CAUSE DRAGONS TO

FALL FROM THE SKY.
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