Finch & C°

POLYNESIAN TUVALU ELLICE ISLANDS ASH HOOK ‘KOU BORU'
APOLYNESIAN TUVALU ELLICE ISLANDS FISH HOOK ‘KOU BORU’

PROBABLY FROMNUKULAILAI OR MTCHELL ISLAND THE MOST EASTERLY OF THE ELLICE ISLANDS

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 177CMHIGH, 6.5CMWDE - 6% INS HIGH, 272 INS WIDE

APOLYNESIAN TUVALU ELLICE ISLANDS FISH HOOK ‘KOU BORU’

PROBABLY FROMNUKULALLAI OR MTCHELL ISLAND THE MOST EASTERLY OF THE ELLICE ISLANDS

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 17CMHIGH, 6.5CMWDE - 6% INS HIGH, 272 INS WIDE

CF: HARRY G. BEASLEY FISH HOOKS; 1928, ILLUSTRATES ONE VERY SIMLAR IN HIS OVWN COLLECTION, PLATE XLIIIAPG. 31



LITERATURE

THE SHANK AND POINT ARE MADE FROMAHARD, CLOSE GRAINED WOOD ‘PEMPHIS ACIDULA, KNOWN AS THE ‘INGIA
BUSH, WHICH IS SO DENSE IT IS HEAVIER THAN WATER. THE TWO PIECES ARE TIED AND BOUND WITH STOUT PLAITED
COCONUT FIBRE SENNIT. ONLY THE ‘“TAUTA’ OR MASTER FISHERMAN WAS ALLOWED TO MAKE THEMAND THEY WERE

USED FOR CATCHING PALU ‘RUVETUS PRETIOUSUS’, ATYPE OF OIL FISH. THE BAIT FOR THESE HOOKS CONSISTS OF A
WHOLE FISH USUALLY AFLYING FISH SPLIT LENGTHWAYS AND LAID SCALE TO SCALE EITHER SIDE OF THE BARB THUS
STRETCHING ACROSS THE HOOK AND NOT ALONG ITS LENGTH. IN SWALLOWING THIS THE PALU, WHOSE JAWS ARE VERY
THIN AND PLIABLE, GETS THE BARB BEHIND THE ANGLE OF THE JAW. SOMETIMES WHEN THE FISH IS HOOKED THE
FISHERMAN WILL JERK THE LINE SO AS TOHIT ITS HEAD WITH ASTONE SINKER.

PROVENANCE
CF: HARRY G. BEASLEY FISH HOOKS; 1928, ILLUSTRATES ONE VERY SIMLAR IN HIS OVWN COLLECTION, PLATE XLIIIAPG. 31



