Finch & C°

ANCIENT CELTIC IRON AGE BRONZE CUP CAST WITH THE UPRAISED HEAD OF A CLEAN SHAVEN MAN

AN ANCIENT CELTIC IRON AGE BRONZE CUP CAST WITH THE UPRAISED HEAD OF ACLEAN SHAVEN MAN WITH
‘SPECTACLED’ EYES AND WIDE SLIT MOUTH POSSIBLY ARITUAL DRINKING VESSEL

THE ENTIRE SURFACE DECORATED WITH ACROSS HATCHING OR BASKETRY PATTERN

AN OLD INVENTORY LABEL TO THE INTERIOR INSCRIBED ‘332’

SMOOTH AGED GREENISH BROWN PATINA

4TH-3RD CENTURYB.C

SIZE: 5.5CMHIGH, 13.5CMDEEP 10.5CMDIA - 2% INS HIGH, 5% INS DEEP, 4 INS DIA/7.5CMHIGH - 3 INS HIGH (ON BASE)
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LITERATURE

MUCH OF THE CELTIC ART THAT HAS SURMVED IS IN THE FORM OF SPECIALIST BRONZE AND GOLDSMTHS WORK AND
THE CELTIC SMTHS WERE HELD IN HIGH REGARD AND ACHIEVED CONSIDERABLE STATUS. THE HEAD OCCUPIED A
CENTRAL ROLE IN CELTIC ICONOGRAPHY AND THIS EXAVMPLE RESEMBLES THOSE FOUND ON ANTHROPOID-HILTED
SHORT SWORDS FROM GAUL, BRITAIN AND IRELAND. ONE HANDLED CUPS WERE USED FOR DOMESTIC OR RITUAL

PURPOSES AND WINE WAS FREQUENTLY DRUNK AT INSULAR FEASTS, BUT THE MOST COMMON INTOXICATING DRINK
WAS IN FACT KNOWN AS ‘CORMA IN GAUL. BARLEY WAS MOST OFTEN USED IN ITS MANUFACTURE, BUT RYE, OATS AND
WHEAT WERE ALSO UTILISED. THE GRAIN WAS CONVERTED INTO MALT, DRIED IN AKILN UNTIL IT WAS HARD, GROUND UP
AND MADE INTO AMASH WITH WATER, FERMENTED, BOILED AND THEN STRAINED. ALE WAS OFTEN MADE IN PRIVATE
HOUSES FOR FAMLY USE, BUT THERE WERE ALSO PROFESSIONAL BREWERS KNOWN AS ‘CERBSIRE’. MEAD MADE WITH
HONEY, THE NAVE COMNG FROMTHE GODDESS ‘MEDB’ MEANING ‘SHE WHO INTOXICATES' WAS ALSO DRUNK AND IS
PERHAPS THE MOST CHARACTERISTIC CELTIC ALCOHOLIC DRINK. THE CELTIC CAPACITY FOR STRONG LIQUOR BECAVE
LEGENDARY. DIODORUS SICULUS, THE GREEK HISTORIAN, COMMENTED ON THE QUANTITY DRUNK AT MEALS AND THE
INEVITABLE ENSUING VIOLENCE.
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