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THE HOOKS FASHIONED FROM IRON NAILS THE EYES INLAID WITH BRASS 

MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 3.5CM HIGH, 8CM LONG, 1.5CM DEEP - 1¼ INS HIGH, 3 INS LONG, ½ INS DEEP 

3CM HIGH, 6CM LONG, 1CM DEEP - 1¼ INS HIGH, 2¼ INS LONG, ¼ INS DEEP 
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LITERATURE

ESKIMOS DESIGN DIFFERENT KINDS OF HOOKS TO CATCH DIFFERENT KINDS OF FISH AND THESE ARE DECORATED WITH
THE FEATURES OF SMALL FISH TO ACT AS LURES TO ATTRACT THE TOMCOD. FISHING FORMS ONE OF THE MAIN

SOURCES OF FOOD SUPPLY AMONG THE WESTERN ESKIMO WITH THE SEASON OPENING AROUND THE END OF MARCH
OR IN EARLY APRIL WHEN THE SPRING TIDES FORCE THEIR WAY THROUGH CRACKS IN THE ICE. THE TOMCOD REMAIN IN

DEEP WATER DURING THE WINTER, BUT AS SPRING APPROACHES THEY BEGIN TO RETURN AND HOLES ARE MADE
THROUGH THE ICE TO CATCH THEM BY MEANS OFF A HOOK AND LINE. DURING THE MONTH OF MAY THE FISH BECOME
ABUNDANT, ASCENDING ALL THE TIDAL CREEKS TO THE UPPER LIMITS. BIG CATCHES ARE MADE SOMETIMES WITH DIP
NETS, AND THE RESULTING QUANTITIES OF FRESH FISH ARE PACKED AWAY AND FROZEN IN GRASS BAGS READY FOR

USE IN THE LEAN WINTER MONTHS.

 

 


