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MADAGASCAN SOUTHERN SAKALAVA PEOPLES PLAQUE DEPICTINGA WARRIOR

ARARE MADAGASCAN SOUTHERN SAKALAVA PEOPLES PLAQUE DEPICTING AWARRIOR WITH SPEAR AND SHIELD
WEARING ATALISMANIC NECKLACE AND HEADBAND WITH ATTACHED AMULETS

PERHAPS AMEMORIAL TO AN ANCESTOR

WOOQOD, POLYCHROME

EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZE: 61CMDIA - 24 INS DIA (MAX) - 10CMDEEP - 4 INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

MADAGASCAR WAS FIRST INHABITED IN THE 7TH CENTURY AD BY PEOPLE RELATED TO THE POLYNESIANS WHO LIVED
ALONG THE SWAHILI COAST OF AFRICA, BUT WERE DRIVEN OUT BY ISLAMIC MERCHANTS AND TRADERS. THE SAKALAVA
OCCUPIED THE WEST COAST OF THE ISLAND AND WERE KNOWN AS ‘THE PEOPLE OF THE LONG VALLEYS'. AT THE END
OF THE 19TH CENTURY THE ISLAND WAS COLONISED BY THE FRENCH WHO RECORDED ITEMS OF MALAGASSY ART IN
VARIOUS TEXTS, BUT IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY THAT EXAVPLES APPEARED IN EUROPE.

MALAGASY ART IS PRINCIPALLY ASSOCIATED WITH THEIR FUNERARY TRADITIONS. THE SAKALAVABURY THEIR DEAD IN
THE FOREST FAR FROM THEIR VILLAGE IN WOODEN RECTANGULAR TOVBS WHICH ON EACH CORNER HAVE LARGE
CARVED FIGURES OF BIRDS, MEN OR WOMEN SOMETIMES WITH CHILDREN, AND FAMOUSLY COPULATING COUPLES NOW
KNOVWN TO TOURISTS AS ‘SARI PORNO'. THE SUN RISES IN THE NORTH EAST AND IS ASSOCIATED WITH REBIRTH SOON
THE NORTH EAST CORNER OF EACH TOMB ACARVED FIGURE REPRESENTING THE DECEASED IS PLACED AND IN THE
OPPOSITE CORNER AFIGURE OF THE OPPOSITE SEXIS TO BE FOUND, REINFORCING THE IDEAOF SEXUALITY INHERENT

IN SAKALAVABELIEFS.

PROVENANCE

CF: ACEREMONIAL RICE SPOON CARVED WITH AMALE FIGURE WITH SIMLAR FEATURES WAS EXHIBITED AT THERA
EXHIBITION OF 1996 ‘AFRICA, ART OF ACONTINENT AND IS IN THE COLLECTIONS OF THE BRITISH MUSUEM (BMAF.18 103)

ALSO APAIR OF SAKALAVAFIGURES IN THE MUSEE CEDRATOM IN TOLIARA MADAGASCAR WITH VERY SIMLAR FACIAL
FEATURES AND HAIRSTYLES



