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A LARGE CURIOUS SOUTHERN NIGERIA CROSS RIVER OLD CALABAR KINGDOM EFIK DECORATED BRASS CHARGER DISH

EMBOSSED WITH A CENTRAL FEMALE FIGURE STANDING IN A CEREMONIAL ROBE AND MASK WITH A SERVANT TO EITHER
SIDE AND AN ENTWINED SERPENT BELOW
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LITERATURE

THE EFIK WERE THE MIDDLEMEN BETWEEN THE WHITE TRADERS ON THE COAST AND THE INLAND TRIBES OF THE
CROSS RIVER AND CALABAR DISTRICT. BY THE MID 19TH CENTURY CHRISTIAN MISSIONS HAD BEGUN TO WORK AMONG
THEM AND BY 1900 MOST OF THE PEOPLES IN SOUTH EAST NIGERIA WERE EDUCATED IN EUROPEAN IDEOLOGIES AND

CULTURE, PROFESSED CHRISTIANITY AND DRESSED IN A EUROPEAN FASHION. OLD CALABAR OR DUKE TOWN
FLOURISHED AS AN EFIK CITY STATE AND ALTHOUGH IT IS NOW ABSORBED INTO NIGERIA, TRADITIONAL RULERS OF THE

STATE ARE STILL RECOGNISED.

     LARGE PLAIN BRASS CHARGER DISHES AND PLATTERS WERE IMPORTED FROM BRITAIN AND THEN DECORATED
LOCALLY IN OLD CALABAR. REGARDED AS IMPORTANT PRESTIGE ITEMS BY THE LOCAL CHIEFS THEY WERE DISPLAYED

WITH GREAT CEREMONY. ITEMS OF EFIK DECORATED BRASS WERE ALSO PRESENTED BY THE KING AND CHIEFS TO
IMPORTANT DIGNITARIES AND DISTINGUISHED VISITORS TO THE AREA. THESE CHARGERS ARE INTERESTING

TRANSCULTURAL AESTHETIC EXPRESSIONS RESULTING FROM A HISTORY OF EUROPEAN CONTACT AND COLONIAL
RULE.

     ALTHOUGH RESEMBLING A BENIN ROYAL CEREMONY, THE CENTRAL FIGURE EMBOSSED TO THE CENTRE OF THE DISH
IS PROBABLY AN ‘EKPE’ MASQUERADER. ‘EKPE’ IS A SPIRIT WHO RESIDES IN THE JUNGLE AND PRESIDES OVER SOCIETY

CEREMONIES.
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