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LITERATURE
THE CHILEAN HUASOS ARE VERY SKILLED IN THE USE OF BOLAS OR BOLEADORAS. THE METHOD OF THROWING THIS

EFFECTIVE MISSILE IS SIMILAR ON BOTH SIDES OF THE ANDES. THEY ARE GRASPED WHILST GALLOPING AFTER CATTLE,
OR SOMETIMES OSTRICH, AND WHEN AT A CONVENIENT DISTANCE THE RIDER LETS THE TWO HEAVIEST BALLS SLIP

THROUGH, RETAINING THE SKIN COVERED GRIP IN HIS HAND, AND BEGINS TWIRLING THEM ROUND HIS HEAD. HE THEN
CASTS THEM FROM HIM AS STONE WOULD BE FROM A SLING. A GOOD ‘BOLEADOR’ CAN ALMOST ENSURE HIS AIM AT THE
DISTANCE OF ONE HUNDRED YARDS. THE BOLAS GENERALLY ENTANGLE THE LEGS OF THE ANIMAL AND CAUSES IT TO

FALL. THE HUASSO THEN SECURES IT WITH HIS LASSO. BOLAS WERE ONCE USED LIKE THIS AS WEAPONS OF WAR, BOTH
BY THE CHILEAN CAVALRY AND THE INDIANS AS A DESTRUCTIVE AND DEADLY MISSILE. 

 


