
PAIR OF SOUTH AMERICAN CHILEAN HUASO METAL MOUNTED WOODEN STIRRUPS
A PAIR OF SOUTH AMERICAN CHILEAN HUASO METAL MOUNTED WOODEN STIRRUPS WITH FLORAL DECORATION TO THE

MOUNTS AND CARVED TO THE WOOD 

MID 19TH CENTURY 

SIZE: 28CM HIGH, 27CM WIDE, 20.5CM DEEP - 11 CM HIGH, 10½ INS WIDE, 8 INS DEEP / APPROX: 47CM HIGH - 18½ INS HIGH
(EXTENDED)
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LITERATURE

THE HUASOS IN CHILE ARE SIMILAR TO THE GUACHOS OF ARGENTINA AND THE LLANEROS OF VENEZUELA EXCEPT THAT
THE HUASO ARE ALSO INVOLVED IN FARMING AS WELL AS CATTLE HERDING. THEIR STIRRUPS ARE QUITE DIFFERENT

FROM THOSE OF THE ARGENTINIAN GAUCHO WHO USED SIMPLE ROUND WOODEN STIRRUPS USUALLY BAREFOOT. THE
GAUCHO WOULD INSERT THEIR BIG TOE INTO THESE SMALL STIRRUPS WHICH AFTER YEARS OF RIDING IN THIS MANNER



EVENTUALLY DEFORMED THEIR TOES, GREATLY AFFECTING THE WAY THEY WALKED. 

     THE HUASOS ARE GENERALLY FOUND IN CHILE’S CENTRAL VALLEY AND HAVE TODAY BECOME AN IMPORTANT PART OF
THE FIESTAS AND PARADES THAT TAKE PLACE IN THE FOLKLORIC CULTURE OF THE COUNTRY. THEY ARE TAUGHT TO
RIDE FROM A VERY EARLY AGE AND NOW USE THEIR EXCEPTIONAL HORSEMANSHIP, ESPECIALLY THEIR SIGNATURE
SIDEWAYS GALLOP, IN RODEO EVENTS. MOUNTED ON CORRALERO, OR CAROLLING BREED HORSES, UNUSUAL FOR

THEIR ABILITY TO RUN SIDEWAYS, THEY CORRAL A CALF, PIN IT TIGHTLY AGAINST A CUSHIONED WALL AND EARN POINTS
FOR DEXTERITY AND THE EXACT PART OF THE CALF THAT IS PINNED, WITH SHOULDERS BEING WORTH CONSIDERABLY

MORE THAN THE HINDQUARTERS.

 


