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LITERATURE

FIDS WERE USED ON BOARD THE WHALING SHIPS FOR SPLICING, REEVING AND UNTANGLING THE MANILA AND HEMP
LINE USED FOR THE RIGGING OF SHIPS AND BOATS, FOR MAKING GROMMETS WHICH ARE THE MARINE EQUIVALENT TO

BUTTONHOLES IN SAILS, CANOPIES AND TARPAULINS, AND ALL OTHER TASKS FOR WHICH AN OVERSIZE BODKIN IS
USEFUL IN WORKING ROPE AND CANVAS. ORIGINALLY FIDS WERE MADE OF HARDWOOD, BUT THEY WERE ALSO MADE

OUT OF SPERM WHALE PANBONE, AND VERY OCCASIONALLY NARWHAL TUSKS OR WALRUS PENIS BONE. PANBONE FIDS
ARE THE MOST COMMON AND ARE SUPERIOR IN STRENGTH AND DURABILITY TO WOOD. ACCORDING TO CAPTAIN ALBERT

VELDKAMP THEY TEND TO BE SELF-LUBRICATING AND WHEN ONE DRIES OUT OR BECOMES WORN OUT ‘YOU SIMPLY
THROW IT OVERBOARD AND MAKE ANOTHER’.
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