
POLYNESIAN TONGAN ISLANDS CHIEFLY TWO HANDED IRONWOOD WAR CLUB
A FINE POLYNESIAN TONGAN ISLANDS CHIEFLY TWO HANDED IRONWOOD WAR CLUB ‘APA’APAI’ IN THE FORM OF A

COCONUT LEAF STALK 

THE ENTIRE SURFACE COVERED WITH INTRICATE INCISED GEOMETRIC MOTIFS AND WITH SPERM WHALE TOOTH INLAYS
OF A CRESCENT AND ROUNDEL TO EACH SIDE OF THE HEAD 

OLD SMOOTH AGED PATINA

THE BUTT LUG MISSING

LATE 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 114CM LONG - 44¾ INS LONG 
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LITERATURE

THE FAVOURITE WEAPON OF WARRIORS ON THE TONGAN ISLANDS WAS THE IRONWOOD TWO-HANDED CLUB WHOSE
PRIMARY USE WAS TO KILL PEOPLE, BUT SOMETIMES IT WOULD BE USED TO KILL PIGS AND OCCASIONALLY FOR

CEREMONIAL PURPOSES. IT WAS THE SIMPLE EUROPEAN NAIL WHICH CAME INTO THE HANDS OF TONGAN CARVERS
FROM CAPTAIN COOK’S SHIPS IN 1773 THAT BROUGHT ABOUT A REMARKABLE CHANGE IN THE SURFACE DECORATION OF

THE ‘APA’APAI’. INITIALLY COOK HAD NOTICED ON HIS SECOND VOYAGE THE PARTIAL SURFACE ENGRAVING ON THE
CLUBS. HOWEVER, POST CONTACT THE CLUBS TOOK ON A MORE ELABORATE SURFACE DECORATION INCLUDING INLAYS

OF WHALE IVORY THAT CLEARLY SHOWED EUROPEAN METAL TOOLS HAD BEGUN TO SUPERSEDE THE TRADITIONAL
TOOLS MADE FROM STONE, BONE OR SHARK’S TEETH. THE MILLIMETRE-ACCURATE GEOMETRIC REGULARITY OF SUCH
CLUBS REVEALS A SOPHISTICATED SYSTEM OF MATHEMATICAL CALCULATION ACHIEVED USING PIECES OF COCONUT
FIBRE CORDAGE WHICH IN TURN ILLUSTRATES THE AMAZING CREATIVITY OF THE POLYNESIAN ARTIST CRAFTSMAN.
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