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LITERATURE

THESE SMALL PLAQUES OF STAGS WERE PROBABLY USED AS CLOTHING ATTACHMENTS FOR BELTS OR HORSE BRIDLES
WHILST THE BIGGER IMAGES WERE USED AS THE CENTRAL ORNAMENTS ON WAR SHIELDS. PREDOMINANTLY OF



BRONZE, THEY ARE TYPICAL OF THE STEPPES ART OF THE SCYTHO-SIBERIAN WORLD PRODUCED FROM THE 7TH TO THE
3RD CENTURIES B.C. THE STAG HAD SPECIAL SIGNIFICANCE FOR THE STEPPES PEOPLES POSSIBLY AS A CLAN TOTEM.
THE LOOPED ANTLERS ARE A DISTINCTIVE FEATURE NOT FOUND IN CHINESE IMAGES OF DEER, BUT THE VIGOROUSLY
MODELLED STYLISED ANIMAL FIGURES DID HAVE A LONG LASTING AND WIDE INFLUENCE ON ALL EURASIAN CULTURES.

     RUSSIAN EXPLORERS FIRST BROUGHT SCYTHIAN ARTWORKS RECOVERED FROM BURIAL MOUNDS TO PETER THE
GREAT IN THE EARLY 18TH CENTURY. IN BOTH GOLD AND BRONZE, THESE FORMED THE BASIS OF THE COLLECTION

HELD BY THE HERMITAGE MUSEUM IN ST PETERSBURG WHICH HAS THE WORLD’S BEST COLLECTION OF SCYTHIAN ART.
CATHERINE THE GREAT WAS SO IMPRESSED BY THE MATERIAL RECOVERED FROM THE BURIAL MOUNDS KNOWN AS

‘KURGANS’ THAT SHE ORDERED A SYSTEMATIC STUDY TO BE MADE OF THEM. IN THE SOUTHERN SIBERIAN MOUNTAINS
OF THE ALTAY, MODERN ARCHAEOLOGISTS LATER DISCOVERED IN THE PAZYRYK KURGANS A FANTASTIC HOARD OF

ITEMS BURIED WITH THEIR OWNER FOR HIS USE IN THE AFTERLIFE.
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