
PAIR OF ANCIENT NORTH WEST CHINESE GILDED BRONZE OPEN WORK MIRRORING BELT PLAQUES
A PAIR OF ANCIENT NORTH WEST CHINESE GILDED BRONZE OPEN WORK MIRRORING BELT PLAQUES DECORATED WITH

CONFRONTING BULLS OR OXEN STANDING IN PROFILE WITH ALL FOUR LEGS SHOWING WITHIN A ROPE-PATTERNED
FRAME IN THE EURASIAN ANIMAL STYLE

LOOP ATTACHMENTS TO REVERSE

SIGNIFICANT TRACES OF MERCURY GILDING ON OLD SMOOTH BROWN PATINA THE REVERSE WITH GREEN MALACHITE
ENCRUSTATION 

3RD - 2ND CENTURY B.C

SIZE: 3CM HIGH, 4CM WIDE - 1¼ INS HIGH, 1½ INS WIDE AND 3CM HIGH, 4.5CM WIDE - 1¼ INS HIGH, 1¾ INS WIDE
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LITERATURE
BRONZE CASTING OF HIGH QUALITY WAS THE MAIN METAL TECHNIQUE USED ACROSS THE EURASIAN STEPPE WITH BELT

ORNAMENTS BEING THE MOST DISTINCTIVE ARTEFACTS PRODUCED. THEY WERE CONSIDERED NECESSARY REGALIA
AND DECORATED WITH VISUAL SYMBOLS THAT IDENTIFIED THE OWNER’S CLAN, RANK AND PRESTIGE. THIS CONCEPT

DIFFERED FROM THE CHINESE BELT HOOK WHICH INDICATED POWER AND WEALTH, NOT CLAN AND RANK.

     FOUND IN BOTH NORTH CHINA AND INNER MONGOLIA, THE USE OF THE ANIMAL FORM WAS ALSO AMULETIC, IMBUING
THE OWNER WITH THE PROWESS AND POWERS OF THE ANIMAL DEPICTED. HERDING, HUNTING ON HORSEBACK AND

SOME SMALL SCALE AGRICULTURE CHARACTERISED THE WAY OF LIFE FOR THE PASTORAL NOMADS, AND THE ART THEY
PRODUCED REFLECTS THE ANIMALISTIC CULTURE THAT EVOLVED OVER THE CENTURIES. PORTABLE, LIGHTWEIGHT

BRONZE BELT PLAQUES, CHARIOT FITTINGS AND OTHER OBJECTS OF PERSONAL ADORNMENT DISPLAY SKILLED
CRAFTSMANSHIP WITH HIGHLY ABSTRACT DESIGNS FEATURING BOTH WILD AND DOMESTICATED ANIMALS, AS WELL AS

DRAGONS AND OTHER MYTHICAL CREATURES. TRADE, INTERMARRIAGE AND WARFARE BETWEEN THE NOMADIC
PEOPLES AND THEIR SETTLED CHINESE NEIGHBOURS LED TO A COMPLEX INTERRELATIONSHIP THAT CONTRIBUTED

OVER TIME TO THE CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT OF BOTH GROUPS.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE UK COLLECTION

CF: A VERY SIMILAR PAIR IN THE EUGENE VICTOR THAW COLLECTION, METROPOLITAN MUSEUM, NEW YORK, NO. 66

 


