
COLLECTION OF EIGHT EASTERN INDIAN CARVED IVORY EROTIC PANELS
AN UNUSUAL COLLECTION OF EIGHT EASTERN INDIAN CARVED IVORY EROTIC PANELS DEPICTING HINDU SEXO-YOGIC

POSTURES TWO SHOWING PORTUGUESE MERCHANTS

ALL WITH FINELY DETAILED INTERIORS ONE CONTAINING A EUROPEAN STYLE ARMCHAIR 

PROBABLY FROM ORISSA

THE PANELS PERHAPS FROM A BOX OR CABINET

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 10CM HIGH, 7.5CM WIDE (MAX) - 4 INS HIGH, 3 INS WIDE (MAX) AND 7.5CM HIGH, 10.5CM WIDE (MAX) - 3 INS HIGH, 4¼
INS WIDE (MAX)

BELGIUM CITES: 2025/BE00992/CE
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LITERATURE

IN HINDUISM SEX IS ALMOST SACRAMENTAL, ESSENTIAL TO LIFE AND THEREFORE WORTHY OF SERIOUS STUDY. THERE
IS A TOTAL ABSENCE OF ANY SENSE OF SEXUAL GUILT OR SIN, AND SEXUAL EXCITEMENT IS HELD TO BE EVIDENCE OF

THE DIVINE ENERGY IN MAN. HINDU TANTRA USES THE IMAGERY OF PLEASURE AS A MECHANISM FOR ENHANCING
ENJOYMENT IN THE DIRECTION OF ECSTASY. SEX TO EVOKE GREAT DELIGHT NEEDS TO BE SKILFULLY PERFORMED AND

MANY ILLUSTRATED HANDBOOKS OF POSTURE AND TECHNIQUE HAVE BEEN PRODUCED IN INDIA. THESE IVORY
PLAQUES ARE MOST PROBABLY INSPIRED BY SUCH A BOOK OR ILLUSTRATED MANUSCRIPT.

 
PROVENANCE

EX ENGLISH PRIVATE COLLECTION

CF: THE 13TH CENTURY HINDU TEMPLE OF KONARAK IN ORISSA HAS SCULPTURES REPRESENTING ‘YONI-ÁSANA’ 

A 19TH CENTURY ORISSA MANUSCRIPT IN INK ON PAPER ILLUSTRATES A SERIES OF POSTURES TO ENHANCE THE ACT
OF LOVE. THE ORIENTAL INSTITUTE BARODA
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