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LITERATURE

THE BASIS OF DAILY LIFE IN BAMANA MALI, A COUNTRY ABOUT THE SIZE OF TEXAS AND CALIFORNIA COMBINED, CONSISTS
OF INTERPRETING THROUGH PRIESTS AND DIVINERS ALL ASPECTS OF NATURE FROM THE SHAPE OF THE CLOUDS TO

THE SONGS OF BIRDS IN ORDER TO ELIMINATE NEGATIVE FACTORS, TO IMPROVE THE CHANCES OF GOOD FORTUNE, AND
TO APPEASE POWERFUL DEITIES. ACCORDING TO THE BAMANA NATURE MUST BE ASSISTED BY HUMAN INTERVENTION TO
POSITIVELY INFLUENCE VILLAGE LIFE. THIS CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MAN AND NATURE INFORMS MUCH OF THEIR

ART AND CULTURE.

     AMONG THE BAMANA INITIATION SOCIETIES WERE OF PROFOUND SOCIAL AND POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE. IN THE
VILLAGES WHERE THEY EXISTED EVERY BOY HAD TO ACCOMPLISH SPECIALISED RITUALS IN ORDER TO ACCEDE TO
ADULTHOOD, AND THE KORÉ INITIATION INSURED THE DEVELOPMENT OF MALE IDENTITY. EVERY MALE HAD TO BE

SYMBOLICALLY KILLED AT THE KORÉ, OR ELSE CONSIDERED AS BELONGING TO THE WORLD OF THE WOMEN AND NON-
CIRCUMCISED BOYS. EVERY SEVEN YEARS AN AGE SET OF TEENAGERS IS ‘KILLED BY THE KORÉ’. AS THEY RESUSCITATE

UNDER AN ADULT IDENTITY, THEY HAVE TO RENOUNCE THE PRIVILEGES OF CHILDHOOD AND MUST PROVE THEIR
BRAVERY. PRIOR TO THIS SYMBOLIC DEATH THE YOUNG BOYS ARE TERRIFIED AS THEY DO NOT KNOW THAT IT IS  A SHAM

KILLING. BEFORE RETURNING TO THEIR VILLAGE THEY LIVE IN THE BUSH WITH THREE ELDERS LEARNING ABOUT
HERBAL MEDICINE, SEXUALITY, THE CYCLE OF LIFE AND THEIR OBLIGATIONS TOWARDS ELDERS AND ANCESTORS. THEY
ARE ALSO SUBJECTED TO PHYSICAL HARDSHIP AND HUMILIATION, BUT AS IT IS THEIR MOST DESIRED WISH TO BECOME

ADULT, THEY DO NOT COMPLAIN.

     AFTER THE KORÉ THEY ARE CONSIDERED MEN AND ARE FREE TO CHOOSE BETWEEN OTHER INITIATION SOCIETIES TO
INCREASE THEIR PERSONAL POWER. EACH HAS ITS OWN SYMBOLS AND MASKS: THE ‘SURUKUW’ ARE HYENAS, THE

‘JARAW’ LIONS AND THE ‘SULUW’ MONKEYS. THE CARVED WOODEN HYENA MASKS HAVE A LONG SNOUT, SQUARE MOUTH
AND PROMINENTLY DOMED FOREHEAD. THE STYLISED CRESTED MANE THAT RISES ABOVE THE SKULL LIKE A SMALL
HORN BETWEEN THE EARS SYMBOLISES THE TUFT OF HAIR THAT IS REMOVED FROM THE ANIMAL BY THE HUNTER

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE KILL. THIS REPRESENTATION PREVENTS THE MORTAL VENGEANCE OF THE VICTIM’S SPIRIT
UPON THE MASK’S OWNER, AND GIVES IT IMMENSE SPIRITUAL POWER AND ENERGY.
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