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LITERATURE



THE GOLDEN AGE OF TRADE SIGNS LASTED FROM THE 17TH CENTURY TO THE MID 19TH CENTURY. BY 1614 IT WAS
CLAIMED THAT THERE WERE ALREADY SEVEN THOUSAND TOBACCONISTS IN LONDON SO THE SIGNS ALERTING

POTENTIAL CUSTOMERS MUST HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE MOST FAMILIAR SIGHTS ON ANY TOWN OR CITY STREET. THEY
WERE PLACED ON THE DOOR POST, ON THE COUNTER OR OUTSIDE THE SHOP. THE EARLY FIGURES WERE OF

BLACKAMOORS WEARING A SKIRT OF TOBACCO LEAVES AND A FAVOURITE ADDRESS WOULD HAVE BEEN ‘AT THE SIGN OF
THE BLACKAMOOR’. LATER, SCOTLAND’S KILTED HIGHLANDER BECAME POPULAR. A TOBACCONIST OF THE HAYMARKET

IN EDINBURGH, DAVID WISHART, HAD A SIX FOOT CARVED WOODEN HIGHLANDER OUTSIDE HIS SHOP IN 1720 AND IS
THOUGHT TO BE THE FIRST TO USE THE SIGN OF THE SCOTSMAN ALBEIT WEARING A FLAT CAP, JACKET AND TREWS, AND

CARRYING A BROADSWORD AND TARGE. MR WISHART WAS A JACOBITE SYMPATHISER AND THEREFORE ADVERTISED
THAT HE OFFERED A SAFE SMOKING PARLOUR RENDEZVOUS BEHIND HIS SHOP.

     LATER THE FLAT CAP WAS CONVERTED INTO A PLUMED BONNET, AND THE TREWS BECAME A KILT, THE SWORD AND
TARGE, A SNUFF MULL. THE RISE OF GLASGOW AS BRITAIN’S LEADING PORT DEALING WITH TOBACCO FROM AMERICA,
ESPECIALLY AFTER THE ACT OF UNION IN 1707, HELPS EXPLAIN THE USE OF THE HIGHLANDER AS A SIGN. SMALLER

FIGURES SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE DESIGNED TO BE SEEN IN THE ROUND, WERE SOMETIMES PLACED ON A BARREL OF
SNUFF INSIDE THE SHOP. CHARLES DICKENS IN LITTLE DORRIT (1855 - 7) DESCRIBED A TOBACCONISTS ON THE

CORNER OF HORSEMONGER LANE IN SOUTHWARK: ‘THE BUSINESS WAS OF TOO MODEST A CHARACTER TO SUPPORT A
LIFE-SIZE HIGHLANDER, BUT IT MAINTAINED A LITTLE ONE ON A BRACKET ON THE DOOR POST, WHO LOOKED LIKE A

FALLEN CHERUB THAT HAD FOUND IT NECESSARY TO TAKE TO A KILT’.
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