
COLLECTION OF EIGHT VICTORIAN MINIATURE STEEL FOLDING POCKET KNIVES
A FASCINATING COLLECTION OF ELEVEN VICTORIAN MINIATURE STEEL FOLDING POCKET KNIVES AND A PAIR OF

MINIATURE STEEL SCISSORS

PROBABLY APPRENTICE PIECES MADE TO DEMONSTRATE ABILITY AND TECHNIQUE

MID 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 0.5CM LONG - ¼ INS LONG (MIN) - 2.5CM LONG - 1 INS LONG (MAX)
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LITERATURE
POCKET KNIVES ARE KNOWN AS PENKNIVES BY THE BRITISH AS THEY WERE ORIGINALLY USED FOR THINNING AND

POINTING QUILLS TO PREPARE THEM FOR USE AS PENS. POCKET KNIVES ARE FOLDABLE WITH ONE OR MORE BLADES
THAT FIT INSIDE THE HANDLE AND SIT IN A POCKET. THE EARLIEST KNOWN DATE FROM THE EARLY IRON AGE WITH ONE
FOUND ON A CELTIC HALSTATT SITE IN AUSTRIA WITH A BONE HANDLE DATING TO THE 6TH CENTURY B.C. THE ANCIENT
ROMANS ARE GENERALLY CREDITED WITH THE INVENTION OF THE FOLDING POCKET KNIFE WHICH WAS A SIGNIFICANT

TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION MAKING A KNIFE SAFER TO CARRY AND MUCH EASIER TO CONCEAL.

     HOWEVER THE FOLDING POCKET KNIFE WAS NOT WIDELY FOUND OR AFFORDABLE TO MANY PEOPLE BEFORE THE
ADVENT OF LIMITED PRODUCTION IN CUTLERY CENTRES SUCH AS SHEFFIELD IN AROUND 1650. LARGE SCALE

PRODUCTION BEGAN IN CIRCA 1700 WITH MODELS BEING MADE AND MARKETED SUCH AS ‘FULLERS PENNY KNIFE’.
VERSATILE TOOLS THAT COULD BE USED FOR EVERYTHING FROM OPENING AN ENVELOPE TO CUTTING STRING, THE

LOW COST MADE IT A SUCCESS WITH FARMERS, HERDSMEN AND GARDENERS.
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