
RARE GERMAN SAXONY FOLDING STEEL BRASS SILVER AND GREEN STAINED IVORY MINIATURE FORK
AN UNUSUAL RARE GERMAN SAXONY FOLDING STEEL BRASS SILVER AND GREEN STAINED IVORY MINIATURE FORK 

PROBABLY FOR USE WHEN TRAVELLING 

CONTAINED IN A LEATHER SHEATH

1ST HALF 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: 4.5CM LONG - 1¾ INS LONG (CLOSED) / 8.5CM LONG - 3¼ INS LONG (EXTENDED) / 6.5CM LONG - 2½ LONG (CASE)
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LITERATURE

IN PAST CENTURIES CONSIDERABLE ARTISTIC ENDEAVOUR WENT INTO THE MAKING OF FINE CUTLERY FOR IT
DEMONSTRATED THAT ITS OWNER WAS CULTURED, HAD GOOD TASTE AND COMMANDED WEALTH AND POWER. DINERS

WOULD TAKE THEIR OWN PERSONAL CUTLERY WITH THEM WHEN INVITED TO A BANQUET OR WHILST THEY WERE
TRAVELLING. USING ONE’S OWN CUTLERY OFTEN PROVIDED A CONVERSATION PIECE REGARDING EXQUISITE

WORKMANSHIP OR PRECIOUS MATERIALS, BUT IMPORTANTLY IT ALSO ENABLED THE NOBLE DINER TO BE SURE THAT HIS
UTENSILS HAD NOT BEEN DIPPED IN POISON. IT WAS NOT UNTIL THE MID 18TH CENTURY THAT SUFFICIENT EATING

UTENSILS WERE AVAILABLE TO INVITED GUESTS, AND THEN ONLY IN ANY REAL QUANTITY IN ENGLAND AND
SWITZERLAND. IT WOULD BE KEPT AND DISPLAYED IN SPECIAL BOXES OR CASES ON THE SIDEBOARD AND GIVEN PRIDE

OF PLACE AS AN INDICATION OF STATUS.

 

 


