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SIZE: APPROX: 42CM HIGH - 16½ INS HIGH / 47.5CM HIGH - 18¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)
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LITERATURE

AMONG THE HOPI CEREMONIES CENTRE ON MASKED KACHINAS, THE ANCESTRAL SPIRITS WHOSE BENEFICENCE IS
NECESSARY FOR THE PROSPERITY OF THE PEOPLE AND FOR THE MAINTENANCE OF ORDER IN THE HOPI WORLD.

KACHINAS ARE MASKED DANCERS WHO PARTICIPATE IN RELIGIOUS RITUALS DURING SIX MONTHS OF EACH YEAR, AND
MURALS FOUND IN NEW MEXICO SHOW THAT THE CULT IS AT LEAST 600 YEARS OLD. THE HOPI BELIEVE THAT THE
KACHINAS ARE SUPERNATURAL BEINGS, THE SPIRITS OF THEIR ANCESTORS WHO LIVE IN THE SAN FRANCISCO

MOUNTAINS. AT FESTIVAL TIMES, SUCH AS THE WINTER SOLSTICE, THEY DESCEND FROM THEIR SACRED MOUNTAINS TO
VISIT THE VILLAGES, BRINGING RAIN AND FERTILITY, AWARDING GIFTS AND ENFORCING DISCIPLINE. THE MASKED

DANCERS ARE ALL ADULT MALE PRIESTS WHO BEHIND THEIR CEREMONIAL MASKS, IMPERSONATE THE GODS, AND IN
DOING SO LOSE THEIR OWN IDENTITY AND BECAME THE EMBODIMENT OF A KACHINA SPIRIT.
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