Finch & C°

A COLLECTION OF THREE GREENLANDIC ARCTIC ESKIMO INUIT KAYAK MODELS EACH COMPLETE WITH THEIR HUNTING HGURES
AND EQUIPMENT

ACOLLECTION OF THREE GREENLANDIC ARCTIC ESKIMO INUIT KAYAK MODELS EACH COMPLETE WITH THEIR HUNTING
FIGURES AND EQUIPMENT

ONE FIGURE WEARING GOGGLES TWO WITH INLAID EYES

ALL THREE WITH HARPOONS FLOAT BOARDS PADDLES HARPOON RESTS AND TWO WITH FLOTATION SEAL BLADDERS

LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZES:

A 55CMLONG - 2172 INS LONG

B: 64CMLONG - 2574 INS LONG

C: 65CMLONG - 25%2INS LONG

ACOLLECTION OF THREE GREENLANDIC ARCTIC ESKIMO INUIT KAYAK MODELS EACH COMPLETE WITH THEIR HUNTING
FIGURES AND EQUIPMENT

ONE FIGURE WEARING GOGGLES TWOWITH INLAID EYES

ALL THREE WITH HARPOONS FLOAT BOARDS PADDLES HARPOON RESTS AND TWO WITH FLOTATION SEAL BLADDERS

LATE 19TH — EARLY 20TH CENTURY

SIZES:

A 55CMLONG- 2172INS LONG

B: 64CMLONG- 2572 INS LONG



C: 65CMLONG-2572INS LONG

LITERATURE

AN ENTRY IN LIEUTENANT COMVANDER RILEY S DIARY FOR MARCH 31ST 1933 STATES ‘KIDAZE BROUGHT ME MY MODEL
KAYAK IN RETURN FOR AVEST OF GINO'S AND APAR OF QR'’S (OLD) TROUSERS'. RILEY WAS AMEMBER OF THE BRITISH
ARCTIC AR ROUTE EXPEDITION OF 1930 - 31 FOR WHICH HE RECEIVED THE POLAR MEDAL. HE RETURNED TO
GREENLAND IN 1932 TO UNDERTAKE FURTHER METEOROLOGICAL AND GENERAL STUDIES OF FLYING CONDITIONS.

THESE THREE CAREFULLY MADE MODELS SKILFULLY PORTRAY THE VESSEL AND THE HUNTING PARAPHERNALIA OF
GREENLANDIC INUIT. AHUNTER'’S KAYAK IS HIS MOST PRIZED POSSESSION AND SYNMBOL OF MANHOOD. GREAT
ATTENTION IS PAID TO THE CRAFTSMANSHIP USED IN MANUFACTURING THE VESSEL, BUT IT IS NOT READY TO GO TO SEA
UNTIL IT HAS BEEN GIVEN PERSONAL AND SHAMANIC MARKS AND SYMBOLS. INSIDE THE BOAT THE HUNTER PLACES
AVULETS WHICH ARE KNOWN ONLY TO HIM, AND LASHED TO THE COCKPIT ARE CHARMS IN THE FORM OF SMILING MALE
AND FEMALE FACES TO PROTECT HIMFROM THE POWERFUL AND SOMETIMES EVIL SPIRITS THAT DWELL IN THE SEA

KAYAKS ARE MADE IN ANUMBER OF REGIONAL STYLES, BUT IN MANY CASES THIS VARIATION IS MEANT ONLY TO
REINFORCE THE IDENTITY OF LOCAL GROUPS WHILE ALSO SERVING TO MAKE THE HUNTERS IDENTITY KNOWN AT ASAFE
DISTANCE. THE ORIGIN OF THE KAYAK IS NOT KNOWN, BUT IT WAS PROBABLY DEVELOPED WHEN THE PEOPLES OF THE
ARCTIC LEARNT TO HUNT LARGE SEAMAMMALS IN THE ICY WATERS MORE THAN TEN THOUSAND YEARS AGO. ITS
DRIFTWOOD FRAME ENCLOSED IN ATIGHT SKIN COVERING MAKES IT STRONG AND FLEXIBLE AND ENABLES IT TO BE
HAULED UP ON LAND OR ICE BY ASINGLE HUNTER. IT WILL NOT FREEZE OR BE CUT BY NEWLY FORMED ICE AND WHEN
HANDLED BY AN EXPERIENCED PADDLER EQUIPPED WITH ASPRAY SKIRT TIED AROUND THE COCKPIT IT ISMRTUALLY
UNSINKABLE.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE COLLECTION OF THE LATE POLAR EXPLORER LIEUTENANT COMMANDER QUINTIN RILEY (1905 - 1980)
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