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AN IMPRESSIVE ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC RED SANDSTONE BUST OF A FEMALE DEITY

AN IMPRESSIVE ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC RED SANDSTONE BUST OF AFEMALE DEITY WEARING ABEADED TORC AND
HEAD BAND WITH LONG WAVY HAIR, OVAL EYES AND SMALL SLIT MOUTH

THE STONE WITH FOSSILISED SHELL FRAGMENTS

1ST CENTURY B.C - 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 36CMHIGH, 20CMWIDE, 13CMDEEP - 1474 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP / 38CMHIGH - 15 INS HIGH (\WITH BASE)
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LITERATURE

THE NAVE OF THE GODDESS CHANGED ACCORDING TO THE DIFFERENT REGIONS AND LOCAL CELTIC TRADITIONS, BUT
SHE WAS ESSENTIALLY ALWAYS CONCERNED WITH THE FERTILITY OF THE LAND, THE CROPS, ANIMALS AND THE
WELFARE OF THE COMMUNITY. SHE ALSO TOOK AN ACTIVE PART IN BATTLE AGAINST TRIBAL ENEMES USINGHER

SUPERNATURAL POWERS RATHER THAN WEAPONS TO BRING ABOUT VICTORY. BRIGANTIA ‘“THE HIGH ONE” WAS
REGARDED AS ONE SUCH POWERFUL WARRIOR GODDESS AND GAVE HER NAVE TO THE TERRITORY OF ROMAN BRITAIN
EQUIVALENT TO THE PRESENT DAY SIXNORTHERN COUNTIES OF ENGLAND AND TO THE CONFEDERATION OF TRIBES,
THE BRIGANTES WHO OCCUPIED THE AREA

SPRINGS, WELLS AND RIVERS ARE OF ENDURING IMPORTANCE AS AFOCAL POINT OF CELTIC CULT PRACTICE AND
RITUAL. RIVERS ARE IMPORTANT IN THEMSELVES BEING ASSOCIATED IN CELTIC TRADITION WITH FERTILITY AND THUS
WITH THE DEITIES CONCERNED WITH THIS FUNDAVENTAL ASPECT OF LIFE. THE VENERATION OF THE SACRED SOURCE
OF THE RIVER, THE SPRING FROMWHICH IT RISES, WAS OFTEN THE SITE OF SHRINES AND TEMPLES WHERE CELTIC
GODDESS FIGURES WERE ASSOCIATED WITH THE LIFE GIMING POWERS OF WATER. OFFERINGS WOULD MADE TO THESE
PATRON DEITIES AND BRITISH RIVERS OFTEN HAVE CELTIC GODDESS NAVES: THE RIVER SEVERN GETS ITS NAVE FROM
THE CELTIC GODDESS ‘SABRINA.
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