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LITERATURE

THE PRINCIPAL FITTING OF A SAMURAI’S SWORD WAS THE TSUBA OR GUARD ROUGHLY CIRCULAR AND PIERCED WITH A
WEDGE-SHAPED HOLE TO ADMIT THE SWORD BLADE, AND SOMETIMES, AS IN THIS EXAMPLE, WITH TWO SMALLER HOLES

TO ADMIT THE ENDS OF THE ‘KOZUKA’ AND ‘KŌGAI’ A SMALL DAGGER AND A SKEWER-LIKE IMPLEMENT WHICH WERE
CARRIED IN THE SCABBARD OF THE MAIN SWORD. OVER A THOUSAND YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE THE BIRTH OF THE

JAPANESE SWORD AND IT HAS BECOME A CULTURAL SYMBOL OF JAPAN, KNOWN THROUGHOUT THE WORLD. ALTHOUGH
FUNDAMENTALLY WEAPONS, THE HIGH LEVEL OF SKILL INVOLVED IN PRODUCING SUCH AN EFFECTIVE AND BEAUTIFUL

OBJECT MADE THEM INTO SACRED SYMBOLS OF AUTHORITY FOR THE JAPANESE WARRIOR CLASS.



     HORSES WERE HIGHLY VALUED, ESPECIALLY BY THE SAMURAI, WHO REGARDED HORSEMANSHIP AS ONE OF THE
MOST IMPORTANT ESSENTIAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS. AS THE VEHICLES OF THE GODS, HORSES WERE DEDICATED AS
OFFERINGS TO SHINTO SHRINES WHEN PEOPLE PRAYED FOR SPECIAL FAVOURS. WOODEN STATUES OR TABLETS

EMBELLISHED WITH DESIGNS OF HORSES WERE OFFERED TO THE SHINTO DEITIES AS SUBSTITUTES FOR AN ACTUAL
HORSE. THE BUDDHIST DEITY, KANNON WAS DEPICTED WITH THE HEAD OF A HORSE AND WAS WORSHIPPED AS THE

GODDESS OF MERCY AND ANIMALS, PARTICULARLY DOMESTICATED PETS.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE LONDON COLLECTION

CF: TSUBA: JAPANESE SWORD GUARDS BY; G.D. MURTHA, PG. 16 & 17 FOR ANOTHER EXAMPLE

 


