
FINE COLLECTION OF TEN OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOONS
A FINE COLLECTION OF TEN OTTOMAN TURKISH SHERBET SPOONS VARIOUSLY MADE OF CORAL WHALEBONE

TORTOISESHELL HORN AND IVORY

EARLY 19TH CENTURY

 
LITERATURE

THE WORD SHERBET COMES FROM THE CLASSICAL ARAB TERM FOR A COLD SWEETENED DRINK, ‘SHARÂB’ WHICH IS
NON-ALCOHOLIC. HOWEVER, IN THE LATE MIDDLE AGES THIS WORD DEVELOPED ITS CURRENT ARABIC SENSE OF AN

ALCOHOLIC DRINK SO A DIFFERENT WORD WAS NEEDED FOR THE NON-ALCOHOLIC SWEETENED BEVERAGE AND THIS
EMERGED AS ‘SHARBÂT’. THE TURKISH TERM SHERBET COMES FROM THIS MORE RECENT ARABIC WORD. IN THE 16TH

CENTURY ITS USE ENTERED ITALIAN CUISINE UNDER THE NAME ‘SORBETTO’ DERIVED FROM THE ITALIAN VERB
‘SORBIRE’ MEANING TO SIP. THIS GAVE RISE TO THE FRENCH ‘SORBET’ AND THE SPANISH ‘SORBETE’ ALL OF WHICH

BEGIN WITH AN ‘S’ AND NOT ‘SH’. ENGLISH IS THE ONLY LANGUAGE, WHICH TOOK THE WORD SHERBET DIRECTLY FROM
THE TURKISH COMPLETE WITH ITS ‘H’.

 
PROVENANCE

EX ENGLISH PRIVATE COLLECTION

 


