Finch & C°

SOUTH GERMAN DOUBLE SIDED OIL ON COPPER DOMESTIC DEVOTIONAL ALTAR PLAQUE DEPICTING THE LEGEND OF SAINT
GERTRUDE

AFINE SOUTH GERMAN DOUBLE SIDED OIL ON COPPER DOMESTIC DEVOTIONAL ALTAR PLAQUE DEPICTING THE LEGEND
OF SAINT GERTRUDE

SET IN ASILVER FRAVE ON ASILVER STAND DISPLAYING ABURNING FLAVE

ONE PANEL SHOWING GERTRUDE PIERCED IN HER HEART BY THE ARROW CHRIST HAS SHOT FROMHIS BOWWITH
ANGELS SUPPORTING HER SWOONING FORM

THE REVERSE PORTRAYING GERTRUDE IN QUIET CONTEMPLATION WRITING AND DISPLAYING THE SACRED HEART OF
JESUS ‘IN CORDE GERTRUDIS MUENIETIS INE WITH ASAINTED HALO AND ANGELS ABOVE ANOTHER BY HER SIDE
HOLDING ALOFT ACROZIER

17TH CENTURY CIRCA 1670 - 90

SIZE: 10.5CMHIGH, 8.5CMWIDE - 4 INS HIGH, 374 INS WIDE / 20.5CMHIGH - 8 INS HIGH (ON SILVER STAND)

LITERATURE

GERTRUDE (DIED 1302) WAS ABENEDICTINE NUN AND VISIONARY CALLED ‘THE GREAT. NOTHING IS KNOWN OF HER
PARENTS OR PLACE OF ORIGIN. FROM THE AGE OF FIVE SHE WAS EDUCATED IN THE NUNNERY OF HELFTAIN THURINGIA
UNDER MECHTILD (DIED 1285) WHERE SHE SPENT THE REST OF HER LIFE. AT THE AGE OF TWENTY FIVE SHE HAD ADEEP



CONVERSION AND UNDERWENT VARIOUS MYSTICAL EXPERIENCES THROUGHOUT THE REMAINING TWENTY FIVE YEARS
OF HER LIFE. THESE WERE BASED ON THE LITURGY AND MANY OF HER VISIONS ACTUALLY TOOK PLACE DURING THE
SINGING OF THE DIMINE OFFICE. HER PIETY EXPRESSED THE CONTEMPORARY INSISTENCE ON DEVOTION TO CHRIST'S
HUMANITY. SHE IS OFTEN REGARDED AS THE PIONEER OF THE DEVOTION, WHICH LATER BECAVE VERY POPULAR, TO
THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS. FROMTHE TIME OF THE CONVERSION, GERTRUDE LOST INTEREST IN SECULAR STUDIES
IN WHICH SHE HAD BEEN WELL GROUNDED AND CONCENTRATED ENTIRELY ON HOLY SCRIPTURE, THE LITURGY AND
THE FATHERS. HER OWN WRITINGS INCLUDE ‘LEGATUS DIMNAE PIETATIS’ AND THE ‘BOOK OF SPECIAL GRACE’ WHICH
CONTAINS THE REVELATIONS OF MECHTILD. GERTRUDE IS REGARDED AS ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT MEDIEVAL
MYSTICS. SHE WAS NEVER AN ABBESS, ALTHOUGH THE TITLE HAS BEEN CLAIMED FOR HER BY CONFUSION WITH
ANOTHER GERTRUDE WHO WAS AN ABBESS OF HELFTAWHEN GERTRUDE ENTERED AS ACHILD. SHE WAS NEVER
FORMALLY CANONISED, BUT HER FAVE WAS DIFFUSED THROUGH THE PRINTING OF HER WORKS IN LATIN IN 1536. IN
1677 POPE INNOCENT Xl ADDED HER NAVE TO THE ROMAN MARTYROLOGY, AND IN 1738 AT THE REQUEST OF THE KING
OF POLAND AND THE DUKE OF SAXONY, HER FEAST OF THE 15TH NOVENMVBER WAS EXTENDED TO ALL COUNTRIES.
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