
COLLECTION OF SIX SMALL MEDIEVAL FINIAL FIGURES
A COLLECTION OF SIX SMALL MEDIEVAL FINIAL FIGURES

FOUR OF GILDED CAST BRONZE AND TWO OF SOLID CAST GILDED SILVER 

PROBABLY FROM RELIQUARIES SHRINES OR BOOK COVERS

SIZE: MAX: 7.5CM HIGH - 3 INS HIGH / 12.5CM HIGH - 5 INS HIGH (WITH BASE) 

MIN: 3CM HIGH - 1¼ INS HIGH / 6CM HIGH - 2¼ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

A.    A GERMAN MEDIEVAL GILDED BRONZE FIGURE OF SAINT PETER STANDING ENROBED WEARING A BISHOP’S MITRE
HOLDING A CROZIER AND A BOOK

THE BACK OPEN WITH ATTACHMENT LOOPS

14TH - 15TH CENTURY

B.    A SPANISH MEDIEVAL GILT BRONZE RELIEF OF THE MOURNING VIRGIN HER HANDS IN A GESTURE OF SORROW HER



HEAD COVERED BY A VEIL 

PART OF A CRUCIFIXION GROUP

LATER MOUNTED WITH A PIN TO FUNCTION AS A BROOCH

14TH - 15TH CENTURY

C.    A VERY SMALL GERMAN MEDIEVAL GILT BRONZE FINIAL FIGURE OF SAINT SIMON HOLDING HIS     ATTRIBUTES OF A
SAW AND A BOOK 

PROBABLY FROM A MONSTRANCE OR RELIQUARY

15TH - 16TH CENTURY

D.    A GERMAN MEDIEVAL GILT BRONZE FINIAL FIGURE OF SAINT JOHN HOLDING A CHALICE 

THE BACK OPEN WITH ATTACHMENT LOOPS

14TH - 15TH CENTURY

E.    A SMALL ITALIAN MEDIEVAL CAST SILVER FIGURE OF SAINT JOHN WITH GILDED FLOWING HAIR HIS ARMS
OUTSTRETCHED 

14TH - 15TH CENTURY

F.    A FINE FRENCH SOLID CAST SILVER GILT THREE-DIMENSIONAL FINIAL FIGURE OF SAINT MARTIN OF TOURS CUTTING
HIS CLOAK IN TWO WITH HIS SWORD TO CLOTHE THE SHIVERING HALF NAKED BEGGAR HE FOUND OUTSIDE THE CITY

WALLS OF AMIENS

MID 16TH CENTURY
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LITERATURE

THE RAVAGES OF WAR, REVOLUTION AND RELIGION WITH THEIR ASSOCIATED ACTS OF ICONOCLASTIC VANDALISM HAVE
LEFT ONLY PARTIAL REMAINS OF A RICH MEDIEVAL EUROPEAN PAST. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST TO THE ICONOCLASTS
OF THE 16TH CENTURY, ESPECIALLY IN BRITAIN, WERE THE WELL ENDOWED CHURCHES AND MONASTERIES MANY OF

WHICH WERE THE FOCUS OF PILGRIMAGE AND HOME TO SHRINES AND TREASURIES OF IMMENSE WEALTH. THESE SMALL
FIGURES ESCAPED DESTRUCTION AS IT WAS EASIER TO BREAK UP METAL OBJECTS TO TRANSPORT THEM TO BE MELTED

DOWN. ORIGINALLY THEY WERE PART OF A MUCH LARGER ELABORATE OBJECT FROM WHICH THEY WERE WRENCHED
AND THEN LOST IN TRANSIT. THEY MOST PROBABLY CAME FROM THE ARCHITECTURAL CANOPIES OF RELIQUARIES AND

SHRINES, CROZIERS, MONSTRANCES AND BOOK COVERS. THE FIGURES HAVE A QUALITY AND REFINEMENT THAT IS
DIFFICULT TO ACHIEVE ON SUCH A SMALL SCALE.

 

 
PROVENANCE

THE COLLECTION OF SIX FIGURES FROM THE PRIVATE BELGIAN COLLECTION OF THE LATE MR GUY ONGHENA 

THENCE BY DESCENT 

CF: A SET OF FOUR SMALL FINIAL FIGURES IN SILVER GILT IN THE ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM OXFORD INV. NO’S: WA 1888,
CDEF 540, 41, 42, 43

 


