Finch & C°

SPANISH MEMENTO MORI JANUS HEAD ROSARY BEAD

AUNUSUAL SPANISH MEMENTO MORI JANUS HEAD ROSARY BEAD THE CARVED BONE HEAD OF CHRIST WITH ASKULL TO
THE REVERSE WITH AFINE SILVER FILIGREE PENDANT MOUNT

17TH CENTURY

SIZE: B. 55CMHIGH, 2.5CMWIDE, 2.5CMDEEP - 244 INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, 1 INS DEEP / 8. 5CMHIGH - 34 INS HIGH (WITH
BASE)

LITERATURE

THE ROSARY WAS ONE OF THE MOST POPULAR FORMS OF SEQUENTIAL PRAYER AND LARGE SINGLE ROSARY BEADS
WERE COMMONLY USED FOR PRIVATE DEVOTION BY MEMBERS OF THE WEALTHY CLASSES OF EUROPE. NORMALLY
ATTACHED TO ASTRING OF ROSARY BEADS AS WELL AS BEING PRECIOUS OBJECTS, THEY FUNCTIONED AS AFOCUS FOR
PRAYER AND MEDITATION. BY THE CLERGY THEY WERE USED AS VISUAL STIMULI TO ENCOURAGE MYSTICAL THOUGHT
AND AS APREPARATION OF UNION WITH GOD THROUGH CONTEMPLATION OF THE BEAD THE WORSHIPPER WAS DRAVWN
INTO ASORT OF RELIGIOUS MCROCOSMIN WHICH THE SMALL SCALE OF THE CARVING HELPED TO CONCENTRATE THE
MND. MEDITATION ON DEATH ENCOURAGED REFLECTION ON THE VANITY OF WORLDLY PLEASURES, THE SKULL BEING
USED AS ASYMBOL OF DISDAIN FOR THE WORLD WHILST THE IMAGE OF CHRIST DEMANDED REPENTANCE AND
GRANTED FORGIVENESS.
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