
PAPUA NEW GUINEA MILNE BAY PROVINCE MASSIM PEOPLES CEREMONIAL TURTLESHELL SPATULA ‘GABAELA’
TWO OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA MILNE BAY PROVINCE MASSIM PEOPLES CEREMONIAL TURTLESHELL SPATULA ‘GABAELA’

CARVED IN RELIEF TO BOTH SIDES WITH ELEGANT SYMMETRICAL DESIGNS OF FRIGATE BIRDS 

ONCE HAVING ROWS OF ATTACHED RED SPONDYLUS SHELLS

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 28.5CM HIGH, 17CM WIDE - 11¼ INS HIGH, 6¾ INS WIDE AND 27.5CM HIGH, 16.5CM WIDE - 10¾ INS HIGH, 6½ INS WIDE 

 
LITERATURE

THESE CEREMONIAL SPATULA WERE NOT USED FOR LIME AND BETEL NUT CHEWING, BUT WERE OF VALUE AS ITEMS OF
CURRENCY, DISPLAY AND TRADE. THEY WERE MADE ON THE ISLANDS OF THE LOUISIADE ARCHIPELAGO IN MILNE BAY
PROVINCE AND EXCHANGED THROUGHOUT THE MASSIM AREA AS PART OF A HIGHLY ORGANISED NETWORK OF TRADE

RELATIONS KNOWN AS ‘KULA’. CARRIED BY YOUNG WOMEN OF MARRIAGEABLE AGE IN RITUAL DANCES ‘GABAELA’ WERE
USED AS AN IMPORTANT PART OF THEIR DOWRY. TOGETHER WITH GREENSTONE AXE BLADES AND SHELL VALUABLES,

CEREMONIAL SPATULAS WERE TRADED ON INTER ISLAND EXPEDITIONS WHICH WERE MOUNTED EVERY YEAR. MEN AND
WOMEN WOULD SAIL TOGETHER IN OUTRIGGER CANOES IN SEARCH OF LIME STICKS AND OTHER CEREMONIAL ITEMS TO

FULFIL THEIR BRIDE WEALTH OR MORTUARY OBLIGATIONS.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE GERMAN COLLECTION

CF: NEW YORK METROPOLITAN MUSEUM MICHAEL C. ROCKEFELLER MEMORIAL COLLECTION INV NO. 1979.206.1464 FOR
A VERY SIMILAR CEREMONIAL SPATULA

 

 


