
NORTH WEST COAST ALASKAN TLINGIT MOUNTAIN GOAT HORN CEREMONIAL SPOON
A NORTH WEST COAST ALASKAN TLINGIT MOUNTAIN GOAT HORN CEREMONIAL SPOON CARVED TO THE HANDLE WITH

ZOOMORPHIC FIGURES

FIRST HALF 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: APPROX: 17CM LONG - 6¾ INS LONG / 17CM HIGH - 6¾ INS HIGH (WITH BASE) 

 
LITERATURE

WITH A PENCHANT FOR CONSPICUOUS DISPLAY, HIGH RANKING TLINGIT FAMILIES WOULD OWN FULL SETS OF THESE
TOTEMIC SPOONS WHICH WERE USED AT GRAND FEASTS AND CEREMONIAL OCCASIONS. THE NUMBER OF SPOONS

THEY HAD WAS DETERMINED BY THEIR WEALTH AND THE GRANDEUR OF THE FEASTS THEY COULD AFFORD TO GIVE. THE
MOUNTAIN GOAT HORN WOULD BE CUT, BOILED, OPENED OUT AND CARVED TO CREATE THE SPOON. THE FIGURES HAVE

A MYSTIC POWER WHICH EXPLORES THE GAP THAT EXISTS BETWEEN NATURE AS SEEN AND THE MYTHOLOGICAL PAST
AS IT WAS ENVISIONED. ALL OF THE BEINGS DEPICTED; RAVEN, HAWK, EAGLE, CRANE, HERON, KILLER WHALE, DOGFISH,

BEAR, BEAVER, SEA OTTER, SEAL AND HALF HUMAN COMPOSITES WERE BELIEVED TO OCCUPY THE SPACE IN THE
WORLD NEXT TO OURS, UNDER THE SEA, BENEATH A RIVER, OR IN A MAGICAL FOREST.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE COTSWOLDS COLLECTION

 


