
EASTERN GREENLAND ‘ANGAKOQ’ ESKIMO CARVED CEDAR-WOOD HUNTING VISOR
A RARE EASTERN GREENLAND ‘ANGAKOQ’ ESKIMO CARVED CEDAR-WOOD HUNTING VISOR DECORATED TO THE TOP

WITH AMULETIC STENCIL CUT WHALEBONE SKELETAL PATTERNS FIXED WITH BALEEN RESEMBLING AN ABSTRACT TWO
EYED SEAL’S FACE

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 1.5CM HIGH, 14CM WIDE, 9CM DEEP - ½ INS HIGH, 5½ INS WIDE, 3½ INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

WHEN HUNTING BOTH AT SEA AND ON LAND THE VISOR WAS ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT TO PROTECT THE EYES FROM
GLARE. TIED TO THE FOREHEAD BY MEANS OF A SINEW THONG THREADED THROUGH THE HOLES AT THE SIDE, THE

VISOR WOULD CUT DOWN THE AMOUNT OF LIGHT ENTERING THE EYE AND SHADE THE FACE. TOO MUCH LIGHT
REFLECTING BACK OFF THE SNOW COVERED LANDSCAPE COULD CAUSE THE RETINA TO BE PARTIALLY BURNT BY

EXCESSIVE ULTRAVIOLET RADIATION CAUSING THE HUNTER TO BE ‘SNOW BLIND’. THE VISOR ALSO SERVED TO
PROPITIATE SUCCESS IN THE HUNT THROUGH THE USE OF AMULETIC DESIGNS CARVED IN BONE TO THE TOP.

MIMICKING THE FACE OF A SEAL IT WOULD ENABLE THE SEAL’S ‘INUA’ TO BE PLACATED AND ALLOW THE HUNTER TO
CATCH IT.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX DANISH PRIVATE COLLECTION OF RICHARD BÖGRAD (1897 - 1952) GEOLOGIST ON THE SIXTH KNUD  RASMUSSEN
THULE EXPEDITION TO EASTERN GREENLAND 1932

THENCE BY DESCENT

 


