Finch & C°

BERING STRAIT THULE INUIT WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC CARVING DEPICTING THE HEAD OF A SINGING SHAMAN
ABERING STRAIT THULE INUIT WALRUS IVORY AMULETIC CARVING DEPICTING THE HEAD OF ASINGING SHAVAN

PROBABLY ACLOTHING ORNAVENT

OLD POLISHED SMOOTH YELLOWISH CREAM PATINA

18TH CENTURY OR EARLIER

SIZE: 3.5CMHIGH, 2.5CMWIDE, 2CMDEEP - 174 INS HIGH, 1 INS WIDE, % INS DEEP

LITERATURE

SONG WAS AMAJOR FORM OF EXPRESSION THROUGHOUT ALL THE LANDS OF THE ESKIMO. IT WAS ALWAYS AT HAND
READY TO BURST FORTH IN PRACTICALLY EVERY CIRCUMSTANCE. ESKIMOS’ SANG TO PASS THE TIME OF DAY. THEY
SANG WHILE THEY WORKED AND WHILE THEY DANCED. THEY PLAYED GAVES WITH SONGS. THEY CALMED DISTRAUGHT
CHILDREN WITH SONGS. THE SHAVAN PERFORMED MAGIC WITH SONGS, AND SONGS WERE SUNG AS PART OF THEIR
LEGENDARY STORIES. THEY DEALT WITH ALMOST EVERY IMAGINABLE SUBJECT: BLOOD REVENGE, WARFARE, ANIMALS,
LOVE, HUNTING TRIUMPHS & TRAGEDIES AND HUMAN IDIOSYNCRASIES. SOVE SONGS WERE OF ANCIENT ORIGIN AND
CONSTITUTED PART OF THE COMVON CULTURAL HERITAGE OF MANY DIFFERENT ESKIMO GROUPS. OTHERS WERE
COMPOSED FOR SPECIAL EVENTS AND MANY WERE CREATED SPONTANEOUSLY. SONGS COULD BE PERSONAL
PROPERTY, BELONG TO CERTAIN FAMLIES OR BE THE COMMON PROPERTY OF AN ENTIRE SOCIETY. WHEN THE DANISH
EXPLORER KNUD RASMUSSEN ASKED AN ALASKAN ESKIMO HOW MANY SONGS HE HAD COMPOSED HE REPLIED: ‘I



MERELY KNOW THAT | HAVE MANY AND THAT EVERYTHING IN VE IS SONG. | SING AS | DRAW BREATH'. (THE ALASKAN
ESKIMOS. REPORT OF THE 5TH THULE EXPEDITION 1921-24 VOL XNO. 3 P137. EDITED H.OSTERMANN AND E.HOLTVED
1952)



