
DUTCH COPPER AND BRASS TOBACCO BOX
AN UNUSUAL DUTCH COPPER AND BRASS TOBACCO BOX THE LOWER LID ENGRAVED WITH FALCONRY SCENES

SHOWING MEN ON HORSEBACK WITH BIRDS ON THEIR GLOVED FISTS ANOTHER RIDING WITH A FALCON SEIZING A
HERON AND TWO PEOPLE STANDING WITH A LARGE FALCON PERCHED ON THE MAN’S HAND

THE LID TO THE TOP ENGRAVED WITH HOUNDS HUNTING STAGS AND HARES A SQUIRREL IN A TREE AND WITH A TEAM OF
HORSES PULLING A COACH

THE SIDE TO THE FRONT ENGRAVED WITH AN AMOROUS COUPLE IN BED ENCLOSED IN A GARDEN BETWEEN A MAN AND
WIFE

THE BACK ENGRAVED WITH NUMEROUS SWANS ON A LAKE WITH A MAN FISHING FROM A SMALL BOAT

MID 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: B. 3CM HIGH, 18CM WIDE, 5CM DEEP - 1¼ INS HIGH, 7 INS WIDE, 2 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

FALCONRY TECHNIQUES AND KNOWLEDGE HAVE BEEN TRADED BETWEEN DIFFERENT CULTURES THROUGHOUT
HISTORY, EVEN THOSE AT WAR WITH EACH OTHER. EUROPEAN KNIGHTS TOOK FALCONS WITH THEM ON THE CRUSADES
AND LEARNED HOW TO HOOD FALCONS FROM THEIR ENEMY. IN THE EARLY 12TH CENTURY PERSIAN FALCONER USAMAH
IBN MUQUIDH COMPLAINED THAT BECAUSE HIS HUNTING LAND WAS NOW NEXT TO FRANKISH TERRITORY HIS FALCONRY
EXPEDITIONS NEEDED EXTRA HORSES, ATTENDANTS AND WEAPONS. A BESIEGED RICHARD I SENT AN ENVOY TO PRINCE

SALADIN TO REQUEST FOOD FOR HIS STARVING FALCONS. SALADIN IMMEDIATELY DELIVERED BASKETS OF HIS BEST
POULTRY FOR THE FALCONS.

 


