
EAST GREENLAND AMMASSALIK ‘ANGAKOQ’ ESKIMO SHAMAN’S MAGICAL MASK
AN EAST GREENLAND AMMASSALIK ‘ANGAKOQ’ ESKIMO SHAMAN’S MAGICAL MASK CARVED FROM DRIFTWOOD WITH

DIAGONAL LINES TO REPRESENT TATTOOS 

ORNAMENTED WITH SEAL SKIN AND FUR STRIPS THE MOUTH INSET WITH BONE TEETH THE EYELIDS HIGHLIGHTED WITH
SOOT

LATE 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 35CM HIGH, 20.5CM WIDE, 13CM DEEP - 13¾ INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 5 INS DEEP

 
LITERATURE

KNUD RASMUSSEN (1879 - 1933) WAS A DANISH ARCTIC EXPLORER AND ETHNOLOGIST BORN IN GREENLAND OF AN
ESKIMO MOTHER. IN 1902 HE BEGAN 30 YEARS OF EXPLORATION AND STUDIES OF THE ESKIMO PEOPLE AND THEIR

CULTURE. HE BELIEVED THAT ESKIMO AND NATIVE NORTH AMERICANS SHARED THE SAME ANCESTRY HAVING
ORIGINALLY MIGRATED FROM ASIA, AND HE SOUGHT CONFIRMATION OF HIS THEORIES. IN 1910 HE ESTABLISHED A THULE
STATION AT CAPE YORK, GREENLAND, WHICH BECAME THE BASE FOR SEVEN EXPEDITIONS. HE EXPLORED FROM 1921 TO
1924 SOME 29,000 MILES OF THE ARCTIC AND WAS THE FIRST TO TRAVERSE THE NORTH WEST PASSAGE BY DOG SLED.

IN 1932 HE WENT ON HIS LAST EXPEDITION FROM THULE TO SOUTH EAST GREENLAND FOR ETHNOLOGICAL AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE AND IT WAS ON THIS EXPEDITION THAT THIS MASK WAS COLLECTED BY THE TEAM

GEOLOGIST RICHARD BÖGRAD.



     IN EAST GREENLAND AMONG THE ANGAKOQ MASKS, SUCH AS THIS EXAMPLE, WERE USED IN RITUAL CEREMONIES AND
CULT PRACTICES. THEY WOULD USE THEM TO SUMMON SPIRITS AND THE MASK HAD THE POWER OF METAMORPHOSIS
HELPING THE SHAMAN TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE ANCESTORS AND HELPFUL SPIRITS IN THE WORLD ABOVE. THE

CARVED DRIFTWOOD MASKS WOULD ALSO BE WORN AFTER FEASTS BY MEN IN DANCING AND SINGING COMPETITIONS.
SOMETIMES THESE FESTIVITIES WOULD CULMINATE WITH THE STAGING OF A FERTILITY RITUAL KNOWN AS

‘UAAJEERNEQ’. A MASKED DANCER WOULD ATTEMPT TO MAKE FUN OF THE SPECTATORS. DISTORTING HIS VOICE HE
WOULD OFTEN BE DRESSED AS A PREGNANT WOMAN. THIS COMEDIC PERFORMANCE WAS FOLLOWED BY A GAME

CALLED ‘PUTTING OUT THE LAMPS’ AND A LONG-AWAITED WIFE SWAPPING RITUAL WOULD BEGIN. THIS TOOK PLACE
WHEN GROUPS FROM OTHER VILLAGES AND SETTLEMENTS VISITED. SLEEPING WITH ANOTHER MAN’S WIFE WAS SEEN

AS A SPIRITUAL ACT TO AVERT MISFORTUNE, BUT IN PRACTICE IT SERVED TO PREVENT INBREEDING.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX DANISH PRIVATE COLLECTION OF RICHARD BÖGRAD (1897 - 1952) GEOLOGIST ON THE SIXTH KNUD RASMUSSEN
THULE EXPEDITION TO EASTERN GREENLAND 1932

THENCE BY DESCENT

CF: NATIONAL MUSEUM OF DENMARK COPENHAGEN HAS A VERY SIMILAR DRIFTWOOD MASK COLLECTED BY KNUD
RASMUSSEN IN 1930 INV. NO. L.19.175

 


