
FRENCH MEDIEVAL GOTHIC CARVED ALABASTER FRAGMENT DEPICTING A KNIGHT WITH A FALCON
AN UNUSUAL FRENCH MEDIEVAL GOTHIC CARVED ALABASTER FRAGMENT DEPICTING A KNIGHT WITH A FALCON ON HIS

FIST HOLDING A LARGE SWORD AND WEARING A LONG CLOAK

PERHAPS FROM A TOMB RELIEF

SET ON AN OLD CARVED WOOD BASE

CIRCA 1400 - 1450

SIZE: 16CM HIGH, 5.5CM WIDE, 3.5CM DEEP - 6¼ INS HIGH, 2 INS WIDE, 1¼ INS DEEP / 20CM HIGH - 8 INS HIGH (WITH BASE) 

 
LITERATURE

NO OTHER FORM OF HUNTING HAS BEEN HELD IN SUCH HIGH REGARD OVER THE CENTURIES AS FALCONRY, AND TO
HAVE A NOBLE FALCON PERCHED ON THE FIST BECAME A SYMBOL OF PERSONS OF RANK. FALCONRY REACHED ITS PEAK
AROUND THE TIME OF THE CRUSADES, AND IT WAS THE HOLY ROMAN EMPEROR FREDERICK II OF HOHENSTAUFEN (1194
- 1250) WHO BROUGHT BACK WITH HIM ASIATIC HAWKS AND THEIR TRAINERS. FREDERICK II BECAME AN ACCOMPLISHED
FALCONER, WRITING A MANUSCRIPT. ‘THE ART OF HUNTING WITH BIRDS’, AND HE DECLARED THAT FALCONRY WAS THE

NOBLEST OF ALL THE ARTS. FROM THE EARLY 13TH CENTURY ONWARDS THE ART OF FALCONRY FLOURISHED FOR
MORE THAN FOUR HUNDRED YEARS IN EUROPE AS A FASHIONABLE SPORT AMONGST ALL SOCIAL CLASSES. THE PRINCE

AND THE BARON VALUED THE FALCON FOR ITS HIGH PITCH AND LORDLY STOOP, THE YEOMAN AND THE BURGER SET
EQUAL STORE ON THE LESS ARISTOCRATIC GOSHAWK AND THE PLEBEIAN SPARROW-HAWK AS PURVEYORS OF



DELICACIES FOR THE TABLE. EVEN THE SERF WAS NOT FORGOTTEN IN THE FIELD AND WAS ALLOWED TO TRAIN AND
CARRY ON HIS FIST THE HUMBLE, BUT WELL BRED AND GRACEFUL KESTREL.
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