
SOUTH GERMAN PEAR-WOOD SCULPTURE OF SAINT SEBASTIAN PATRON OF ARCHERS AND SOLDIERS
A FINE SOUTH GERMAN PEAR-WOOD SCULPTURE OF SAINT SEBASTIAN PATRON OF ARCHERS AND SOLDIERS 

STANDING AGAINST A NATURALISTICALLY CARVED TREE TRUNK OF CLOSE GRAINED OAK

REFINED AND DETAILED FACIAL FEATURES A MOUSTACHE AND FALLING LOCKS OF CURLING HAIR ONE ARM
OUTSTRETCHED THE OTHER BEHIND HIS BACK

A MONOGRAM CARVED UNDERNEATH THE BASE ‘JC’ TOGETHER WITH A CROSS PATTÉE ☩

ARROWS MISSING AND TOP OF RIGHT HAND DAMAGED

EARLY 17TH CENTURY

SIZE: 37CM HIGH - 14½ INS HIGH / BASE: 10.5CM DIA. - 4¼ INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

ACCORDING TO LEGEND SEBASTIAN WAS AN OFFICER OF THE GUARD IN ANCIENT ROME AND CONDEMNED TO DEATH BY
SHOOTING WITH CROSSBOW BY THE EMPEROR DIOCLETIAN IN 288 A.D BECAUSE HE HAD PREACHED AND PROPAGATED
HIS CHRISTIAN BELIEFS IN A SEDITIOUS MANNER. BOMBARDED BY ARROWS SHOT AT CLOSE RANGE, HE WAS DECLARED
DEAD AT HIS PLACE OF EXECUTION WHERE HE WAS TENDED BY ST IRENE. HE THEN MIRACULOUSLY RECOVERED AND
CONFRONTED THE EMPEROR FOR HIS CRUELTY. AS A RESULT HE SUFFERED HIS SECOND MARTYRDOM BY MEANS OF



BEING BLUDGEONED TO DEATH WITH CUDGELS. HIS BODY WAS THROWN INTO THE CITY SEWERS FROM WHICH IT WAS
LATER RETRIEVED.

     SAINT SEBASTIAN GAVE RENAISSANCE SCULPTORS THE OPPORTUNITY TO PORTRAY A HANDSOME YOUNG MALE NUDE
IN AN ECCLESIASTICAL CONTEXT. THE SLIM BODIED FRAGILE YOUTH IS PORTRAYED AS AN ATHLETE. AS HIS EPITHET

‘ATHLETA GLORIOSISSIMUS’ STATES HE IS ‘THE MOST GLORIOUS OF CONTESTANTS’, A FIGURE OF IDEAL BEAUTY WHICH
NO TORMENT CAN DISFIGURE. HE HAS BECOME ALMOST A CLASSICAL HERO, BUT THE POSE IS AT VARIANCE WITH THE

ITALIAN CLASSICAL CONTRAPPOSTO REVEALING THE SCULPTOR’S NORTHERN EUROPEAN HERITAGE.

     SUCH SENSUAL AND AFFECTIVE NUDE REPRESENTATIONS WOULD HAVE BEEN REGARDED BY THE CHURCH IN THE
EARLY 16TH CENTURY AS LASCIVIOUS AND SUBJECTED TO SEVERE CRITICISM. HOWEVER, BY THE EARLY 17TH CENTURY

THE PROPAGANDA OF THE COUNTER REFORMATION FOUND SUCH IMAGES APPROPRIATE AND SAINT SEBASTIAN NOT
ONLY CAME TO REPRESENT THE COURAGE OF SOLDIERS UNDER ATTACK, BUT ALSO PROMISED TO GRANT PROTECTION
FROM THE PLAGUE, AS ACCORDING TO ANCIENT BELIEF GOD SENT THE DREADED ILLNESS, AND ALL OTHER EVILS, LIKE

ARROWS TO PIERCE AND PUNISH THE EARTH.
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