
ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC CARVED GRITSTONE PANEL HEAD OF A DEITY
AN ANCIENT BRITISH CELTIC CARVED GRITSTONE PANEL HEAD OF A DEITY

THE OPEN MOUTH SHOWING TEETH AND A HOLE TO THE CENTRE POSSIBLY FOR OFFERINGS SPECTACLED OVAL EYES A
MASS OF HAIR SHOWN AROUND THE HEAD WITH A SERIES OF HOLES AND A DEFORMED LONG NOSE

1ST CENTURY BC – 1ST CENTURY AD

SIZE: 28CM HIGH, 20.5CM WIDE, 10CM DEEP - 11 INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP / 34.5CM HIGH - 13½ INS HIGH (WITH
BASE) 
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LITERATURE

THE CELTS VENERATED THE HEAD AS A SYMBOL OF DIVINITY AND THE POWERS OF THE OTHERWORLD. THEY REGARDED
IT AS THE MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE HUMAN BODY, THE VERY SEAT OF THE SOUL. ALTHOUGH THIS VENERATION
HAD AN ANCESTRY IN EUROPE AND BRITAIN FAR OLDER THAN THE CELTS, IT WAS THEY WHO DEVELOPED IT INTO AN

ELABORATE CULT AND MADE IT A DISTINCTIVE FEATURE OF THEIR RELIGIOUS EXPRESSION.

     IT IS KNOWN FROM THE SKULLS FOUND IN CELTIC IRON AGE HILL FORTS THAT HUMAN HEADS WERE HUNTED AND
THAT THESE SERVED AS TROPHIES TESTIFYING TO THE MILITARY PROWESS OF THEIR OWNER AND SIMULTANEOUSLY

ACTED PROTECTIVELY IN KEEPING EVIL AWAY FROM THE FORTRESS WHILST ENSURING POSITIVE SUCCESS AND GOOD
LUCK. THUS THE SYMBOL OF THE SEVERED HUMAN HEAD BECAME AS REPRESENTATIVE OF THE CELTIC RELIGION AS IS

THE CROSS IN CHRISTIAN CONTEXTS.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE YORKSHIRE COLLECTION

CF: A SIMILAR HEAD SHOWING TEETH IN THE CARTWRIGHT HALL MUSEUM, BRADFORD UNEARTHED IN A GARDEN

 


