
SPANISH CAST SILVER HOLY OR PASSION WEEK ‘SEMANA SANTA’ CROWN OF THORNS
A SPANISH CAST SILVER HOLY OR PASSION WEEK ‘SEMANA SANTA’ CROWN OF THORNS FROM A LARGE PROCESSIONAL

FIGURE OF CHRIST CRUCIFIED OR AS THE MAN OF SORROWS

LATE 17TH – EARLY 18TH CENTURY

SIZE: APPROX: 9CM HIGH, 31CM DIA. - 3½ INS HIGH, 12¼ INS DIA. / 19CM HIGH - 7½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

HOLY WEEK ‘SEMANA SANTA’ IN SPAIN IS THE ANNUAL TRIBUTE OF THE PASSION OF CHRIST, HIS SUFFERINGS IN THE
EVENTS LEADING UP TO HIS DEATH AND RESURRECTION, CELEBRATED AND RE-ENACTED BY CATHOLIC

BROTHERHOODS AND FRATERNITIES THAT PERFORM PENANCE PROCESSIONS ON THE STREETS OF ALMOST EVERY
SPANISH TOWN AND CITY DURING THE LAST WEEK OF LENT. THESE ASSOCIATIONS HAVE THEIR ORIGINS IN THE MIDDLE
AGES, BUT A NUMBER WERE LATER CREATED IN THE 17TH CENTURY ENCOURAGED BY THE COUNTER REFORMATION.
THEIR COMMON FEATURE IS THE WEARING OF THE ‘NAZARENO’ OR PENITENTIAL ROBE BY SOME OF THE PARTICIPANTS
IN THE PROCESSIONS WHICH CONSISTS OF A HOOD WITH A CONICAL TIP ‘CAPIROTE’ USED TO CONCEAL THE FACE, AND
A CLOAK. THEY CARRY PROCESSIONAL CANDLES OR WOODEN CROSSES, ACTS OF MORTIFICATION ARE CARRIED OUT,

AND THEY OFTEN WALK BAREFOOT SOMETIMES WITH SHACKLES AND CHAINS ON THEIR FEET. ACCOMPANIED BY
MARCHING BANDS THE PENITENTS CARRY ALOFT THE MAGNIFICENT ‘PASOS’ WEIGHING UP TO TWO TONS AND BEARING

LIFE-SIZE PAINTED SCULPTURES DEPICTING THE DIFFERENT SCENES RELATED TO CHRIST’S PASSION OR THE
SORROWS OF THE VIRGIN. CARRIED BY SOME THIRTY MEN THE FLOATS SWAY FROM SIDE TO SIDE GIVING THE

IMPRESSION THE SCULPTURES ARE ALIVE. FOR MANY DEVOUT CHRISTIANS IT IS AS THOUGH THEY WERE WITNESSING
THE PASSION FIRST HAND. TOTAL ENGAGEMENT TAKES PLACE WITH THESE POWERFULLY REALISTIC

RECONSTRUCTIONS WHICH AS IMPORTANT WORKS OF RELIGIOUS ART HAVE OFTEN BEEN PRESERVED FOR CENTURIES.
THIS SILVER CROWN OF THORNS WOULD HAVE ADORNED THE HEAD OF A PROCESSIONAL FIGURE OF CHRIST, AND EVEN

TODAY THESE SWAYING SCULPTURES CAN APPEAR SHOCKING, THEIR UNCOMPROMISING REALISM INTENDING TO
AROUSE FEELINGS OF EMPATHY IN THE PIOUS VIEWER.

 
PROVENANCE

EX EUROPEAN COLLECTION LISBON

 


