
CURIOUS SOUTH AMERICAN URUGUAYAN RHEA EGG
AN UNUSUAL AND CURIOUS SOUTH AMERICAN URUGUAYAN RHEA EGG CARVED WITH THE LEGEND ‘THE ORIENTAL

REPUBLIC OF URUGUAY IS COMPOSED OF THREE CITIES EIGHTEEN VILLAGES AND ELEVEN TOIWNES THE POPULATION
TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND SOULS – HER TERRITORIAL EXTENSION TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND SQUARE MILES – HER
CAPITOL THE CITY OF MONTEVIDEO, CONTAINS FORTY THOUSAND SOULS, ITS SITUATED ON THE COAST OF THE RIVER

PLATE, IN LATITUDE 34º - 55º - SOUTH, AND LONGITUDE 56º - 4º - WEST. MONTEVIDEO 11TH JANUARY 1857. THE SIEGE OF
MONTEVIDEO BEGAN ON THE 6TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 1843 AND WAS RAISED ON THE 8TH DAY OF OCTOBER 1851. THE

SIEGE HAVING LASTED 8 YEARS 7 MONTHS AND 21 DAYS’

19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 14CM HIGH, 9CM DIA. - 5½ INS HIGH, 3½ INS DIA. / 18CM HIGH - 7 INS HIGH (WITH BASE)
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LITERATURE

RHEAS ARE THE SOUTH AMERICAN EQUIVALENTS OF THE OSTRICH AND ARE THE HEAVIEST OF THE NEW WORLD BIRDS.
ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE LARGER WINGS THAN OTHER RATITES THEY ARE STILL UNABLE TO FLY, BUT THEY ARE GOOD
SWIMMERS AND FAST RUNNERS. GREATER RHEAS LIVE IN FLOCKS OF BETWEEN 20 AND 30 BIRDS, MALE AND FEMALE

BIRDS LOOK MUCH ALIKE. THEY FEED ON PLANTS, SEEDS AND INSECTS AND SOME SMALL ANIMALS. AT BREEDING TIME
THE MALE BIRD DISPLAYS AND GATHERS TOGETHER A HAREM OF FEMALES. HE THEN LEADS HIS MATED FEMALES TO A

SHALLOW NEST WHICH HE HAS PREPARED AND THEY ALL LAY THEIR EGGS IN ONE NEST MAKING A CLUTCH OF UP TO 18
EGGS IN TOTAL WHICH THE MALE THEN INCUBATES.

 


