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ANTIQUE FRAGMENT OF A NARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’ PROBABLY COLLECTED AS A SAILOR'S CURIOSITY

AN ANTIQUE FRAGMVENT OF ANARWHAL TUSK ‘MONODON MONOCEROS’ PROBABLY COLLECTED AS ASAILOR’S
CURIOSITY

ASILVER MOUNT TO THE END

18TH — EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 121CMLONG-47"2INS LONG

LITERATURE

IN THE 18TH AND FIRST HALF OF THE 19TH CENTURY HUNDREDS OF AVERICAN AND BRITISH WHALING VESSELS
ROAVED THE OCEANS IN THEIR SEARCH FOR THE ELUSIVE LEVIATHAN OF THE DEEP. THEY CARRIED THOUSANDS OF
SAILORS, EACH OF WHOMEITHER PRACTISED THE ART OF SCRIMSHAW TO WHILE AWAY THE IDLE HOURS ON THE
ENDLESS CRUISING VOYAGES, OR COLLECTED AND KEPT SOUVENIRS OF THEIR TIME AT SEA MANY CAVE FROM FOREIGN
PORTS, FROMAFRICATO THE PACIFIC ISLANDS, WITH HAWAII SUPPLYING MANY NATIVE ‘GREEN HANDS'. DURING THE
19TH CENTURY THE TYPICAL WHALING CREW BECAVE ASORT OF SEAGOING UNITED NATIONS, WITH ONLY THE
OFFICERS ON BOARD, AVERICAN OR BRITISH NATIONALS.
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