
POLYNESIAN TONGAN CHIEF’S CLUB OF PADDLE FORM ‘KINI KINI’
A RARE WESTERN POLYNESIAN TONGAN CHIEF’S CLUB OF PADDLE FORM ‘KINI KINI’ DECORATED WITH TWO ABSTRACT
WHEEL FORMED ‘EYE’ MOTIFS BENEATH TWO CRESCENT MOONS ON THE ENGRAVED BLADE HAVING TRANSVERSE AND

MEDIAN RIDGES

A PIERCED HOLE TO THE BUTT FOR A WRIST THONG 

DAMAGES TO EDGES OF THE BLADE CONSISTENT WITH USE

OLD SMOOTH SILKY NATURAL PATINA

LATE 18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 106.5CM LONG, 18CM WIDE - 42 INS LONG, 7 INS WIDE

 
LITERATURE

A MUCH USED SPECIMEN, THIS CLUB OF PADDLE FORM WAS MADE BY TONGAN CRAFTSMEN ON THE ISLAND OF LAU OR
WINDWARD VITI LEVU. ‘KINI KINI’ ARE SAID TO HAVE BEEN OWNED BY HIGH CHIEFS AND PRIESTS WHO BY HOLDING IT ON

THE BATTLEFIELD WERE EXEMPT FROM COMBAT. THE TWO CIRCULAR MOTIFS ON THE CLUB ACTING AS ‘EYES’ AND
AFFORDING SPIRITUAL PROTECTION. THE MEANING OF THE CAREFULLY ZONED ENGRAVED DESIGNS IS OBSCURE, BUT

THEY ARE PROBABLY CONNECTED TO TATTOO, BARKCLOTH AND WOVEN MATTING ICONOGRAPHY.



     NAMED BY CAPTAIN COOK AS THE ‘FRIENDLY ISLANDS’ IT IS THOUGHT THAT BEFORE THE LATE 18TH CENTURY
WARFARE DID NOT EXIST ON TONGA AND THAT WARS WERE ONLY FOUGHT ABROAD IN FIJI OR SAMOA. HOWEVER, IN 1777

COOK WITNESSED MARTIAL EXERCISES IN WHICH TWO OPPONENTS FOUGHT WITH CLUBS AND SOON AFTER HIS
DEPARTURE WAR BROKE OUT THROUGHOUT THE ISLANDS. FORTIFICATIONS WERE ERECTED AND FLEETS OF LARGE
SEAGOING CANOES BROUGHT FROM FIJI WERE USED TO FERRY WARRIORS BETWEEN THE ISLANDS. THE TONGANS
WERE IN FACT FIERCE FIGHTERS AND WERE HIGHLY RESPECTED EVEN BY THE NOTORIOUSLY WAR-LIKE FIJIANS.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE FRENCH COLLECTION

EX PRIVATE USA COLLECTION 

 


