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LITERATURE
POWDER HORNS WERE USED TO CARRY GUNPOWDER FOR USE IN FLINT LOCK FIREARMS. THE FLASKS WERE

FREQUENTLY MADE FROM COW HORN WHICH WAS NATURALLY WATERPROOF AND CONVENIENTLY HOLLOW INSIDE.
THEIR CONTAINER SHAPE ALSO MADE THEM EXCELLENT FOR KEEPING THE POWDER DRY. THE EARLIER ONES ARE

LARGER THAN THE LATER AS THE OLD CHARGE POWDER WAS MUCH LESS POWERFUL.

     THE HORN WAS SOFTENED IN BOILING WATER BEFORE BEING CARVED WITH THE IMAGES OF A GRIFFIN AND EAGLES
AMIDST ACANTHUS. THE GRIFFIN WAS A MONSTER WITH THE HEAD AND WINGS OF AN EAGLE AND THE BODY AND LEGS

OF A LION. THE GRIFFIN WAS USED AS A SYMBOL FOR CHRIST, THE TWO ELEMENTS OF THE MYTHICAL BEAST BEING LIKE
THE HUMAN, THE LION ON EARTH, AND THE DIVINE, THE EAGLE IN THE SKY; THE DUAL ASPECTS OF CHRIST’S NATURE.

THE LION AND THE EAGLE WERE RESPECTIVELY KINGS OF THE ANIMALS AND OF THE BIRDS. IT COMBINED A LION'S
STRENGTH WITH AN EAGLE’S VIGILANCE. THE EAGLE ALSO BECAME TO BE SYMBOLIC OF THE RESURRECTION. THIS
POWDER HORN WOULD HAVE BEEN PROUDLY CARRIED AND DISPLAYED ACROSS THE BODY BY MEANS OF A LONG

STRAP AND USED WHEREVER MUZZLE LOADING GUNS WERE FIRED.

 
PROVENANCE

EX PRIVATE ENGLISH COLLECTION

CF: A SCOTTISH HIGHLAND POWDER HORN ILLUSTRATED IN ‘THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF
SCOTLAND VOL. VIII 1871’ FIG. 3 HAS A VERY SIMILAR ACANTHUS LEAF DECORATION CARVED TO ONE SIDE

 


