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JAPANESE MUROMACHI PERIOD IRONWORK ‘KUTSUWA' HORSE BIT AND REIN GUIDE
ARARE JAPANESE MUROMACHI PERIOD IRONWORK ‘KUTSUWA HORSE BIT AND REIN GUIDE AN INSCRIPTION FINELY

INCISED TO THE INNER SIDE ‘MYOCHIN YOSHIMTSU SAKU’ MADE BY MYOCHIN YOSHIMTSU AND ‘ECHIZEN (NO) KUNI JU’
LIVING IN THE ECHIZEN REGION
CONTAINED IN AN OLD JAPANESE BLACK LACQUERED WOVEN BAVBOO AND PAPER LINED BOX

AN ATTACHED LABEL DETALING THE INSCRIPTION IN JAPANESE

16TH CENTURY/END OF MUROMACHI PERIOD

SIZE: APPROX 16CMHIGH, 22CMWIDE, 8CMDEEP - 674 INS HIGH, 8% INS WIDE, 3% INS DEEP
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LITERATURE

THE MYOCHIN WERE AFAMLY OF TRADITIONAL SKILLED METAL WORKERS WHO MADE ARMOUR AND ARMOUR
ACCESSORIES. ASAMURAI HELMET IN THE ICTORIAAND ALBERT MUSEUM MADE OF SIXTY-TWO IRON PLATES IS SIGNED
‘MYOCHIN NOBUIE' WHO WAS ONE OF THE EARLIEST MEMBERS OF THIS DYNASTY. IT DATES FROM THE LATE MUROMACHI

PERIOD, AROUND 1550 - 70, AND NO EARLIER PIECES OF THEIR WORK ARE KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN MADE BEFORE THE
16TH CENTURY. DESPITE THIS, THE MYOCHIN WERE NOTORIOUS FOR THEIR PRACTICE OF CREDITING THEIR OWN
FAMLY WORKSHOPS WITH THE MANUFACTURE OF ALL EARLY ARMOUR AND ACCESSORIES.

IN THE MD 16TH CENTURY THE PORTUGUESE BROUGHT BARBARY AND ARABIAN HORSES TO JAPAN WHICH QUICKLY
BECAVE POPULAR WITH THE SHOGUNATE AND SAMURAL. THEY WERE BRED WITH THE NATIVE MONGOLIAN PONIES
WHICH RESULTED IN ALARGER AND FASTER MOUNT FOR THE JAPANESE CAVALRY. AMONGST THE NOBILITY RACING
THESE SWIFT HORSES ALONG THE TERRACES OF THE PALACE WATCHED BY THE COURT BECAVE AFAVOURITE PASTIMVE.



