
ENGLISH ALBUM CONTAINING THIRTY FIVE FINELY AND INTRICATELY CUT SILHOUETTES
AN INTERESTING ENGLISH ALBUM CONTAINING THIRTY FIVE FINELY AND INTRICATELY CUT SILHOUETTES INCLUDING AN
UNUSUAL SCENE OF A MAN HANGING FROM A GIBBET NEXT TO A SHEEP STRUNG UP ON A TREE INITIALLED IN INK ‘E.M.’ IN

VERSO AND DATED 1829

THE OTHERS TO INCLUDE A TALL GOTHIC TOWER IN A PICTURESQUE LANDSCAPE CAMELS IN A DESERT OASIS A
SCANDINAVIAN SCENE WITH A REINDEER SLED CHILDREN IN A GARDEN NEXT TO A GREEK INSPIRED CLASSICAL TEMPLE

MANY INITIALLED AND DATED FROM 1829 TO 1837 ON THE REVERSE TWO INSCRIBED ‘BRIXTON’

ALL LOOSELY INSERTED UNMOUNTED BETWEEN THE ALBUM LEAVES

ON GREEN BLUE OR BLACK PAPER

GOOD CONDITION

CIRCA 1829 - 1837

SIZE: 24CM HIGH, 20CM WIDE - 9½ INS HIGH, 8 INS WIDE (ALBUM) 

 
LITERATURE

ROLLED AND CUT PAPER WORK, MUCH LIKE SHELL WORK, WAS A SKILLED PASTIME PRACTISED BY ARISTOCRATIC AND
UPPER CLASS WOMEN, MOST OF WHOM, BECAUSE OF THEIR SOCIAL STATUS, WERE PRECLUDED FROM WORKING TO
EARN AN INCOME, BUT WHO HAD THE TIME TO STUDY AND PURSUE CREATIVE ACTIVITIES WHICH BECAME OF GREAT

IMPORTANCE TO THEM.

     THE DAUGHTER OF GEORGE III, PRINCESS ELIZABETH INCLUDED CUT PAPER PROFILES AMONG HER MANY
ACCOMPLISHMENTS AND A SMALL ALBUM OF HER GENRE PIECES INSPIRED BY FAMILY LIFE IS IN THE ROYAL

COLLECTION. HER ELDER SISTER PRINCESS CHARLOTTE WAS ALSO A COMPETENT CUTTER OF PAPER PROFILES.
MARIANNE LEIGH HUNT MADE A FAMOUS CUT PAPER PROFILE OF LORD BYRON SITTING ON A CHAIR HOLDING A RIDING

CROP WHILE SHE AND HER FAMILY WERE STAYING WITH THE SHELLEYS’ AT PISA IN 1822.

     THE WANING OF THE ART OF PAPER CUTTING SILHOUETTES AND PROFILES COINCIDED WITH THE GROWTH OF
PHOTOGRAPHY. HOWEVER, IT COULD BE SAID THAT ONE LED TO THE OTHER AS A NATURAL PROGRESSION AS SEVERAL

OF THE EARLY PROFESSIONAL DAGUERREOTYPISTS WERE FORMER CUT PAPER PROFILISTS. MANY AMATEUR



SILHOUETTISTS PROGRESSED TO PHOTOGRAPHY FOR RECORDING EVENTS AND FAMILY, BUT FEW CONTINUED TO MAKE
CUT PAPER PROFILES AND SILHOUETTES AFTER THE 1860’S.

 
PROVENANCE
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