
ANCIENT ROMANO-EGYPTIAN BANDED ALABASTER FUNERARY JAR OF CYLINDRICAL FORM
AN ANCIENT ROMANO-EGYPTIAN BANDED ALABASTER FUNERARY JAR OF CYLINDRICAL FORM WITH EVERTED RIM ON A

WAISTED STEM AND CIRCULAR SPREADING BASE

WITH AN OLD PAPER LABEL INSCRIBED ‘DO NOT TOUCH 4000 YEARS OLD ! (TOUNA EGYPT)’

GOOD CONDITION TINY SURFACE CHIPS TO RIM OLD HAIRLINE CRACK TO NECK

ROMAN PERIOD 1ST - 2ND CENTURY A.D

SIZE: 20.5CM HIGH, 10CM DIA. - 8 INS HIGH, 4 INS DIA.

 
LITERATURE

THE ANCIENT SITE OF TUNA EL GEBEL (TOUNA) LIES TO THE WEST OF HERMOPOLIS MAGNA AND IS COMPOSED OF THREE
SECTIONS: A GRAECO-ROMAN NECROPOLIS, THE SACRED ANIMAL CATACOMBS AND TEMPLE OF THOTH TO THE SOUTH
AND A 6TH CENTURY A.D SETTLEMENT TO THE NORTH, WITH CEMETERIES OF VARIOUS DATES. THERE ARE SURVIVING

REMAINS OF THE BUILDINGS CONSTRUCTED TO ACCOMMODATE THE NUMEROUS ANCIENT PILGRIMS VISITING THE SITE.
AS IT WAS OF IMPORTANCE IT ATTRACTED PRIVATE BURIALS INCLUDING ABOUT SIXTY BRICK BUILT FUNERARY HOUSES

AND NINE LIMESTONE TOMB CHAPELS, MANY OF PTOLEMAIC AND ROMAN DATE. THE NAMES OF SOME OF THE OWNERS OF
THESE ‘FUNERARY HOUSES’ AND TOMB CHAPELS ARE KNOWN INCLUDING ISADORA (CIRCA A.D 150), A WOMAN WHO IS
SAID TO HAVE DROWNED IN THE NILE AND SUBSEQUENTLY BECAME THE OBJECT OF A POPULAR CULT. THE PRIVATE
TOMB OF THE CHIEF PRIEST OF THOTH CALLED PETOSIRIS (CIRCA 300 B.C) IS REGARDED AS THE MOST IMPORTANT



BECAUSE OF ITS DECORATION WHICH IS AN UNUSUAL COMBINATION OF EGYPTIAN AND HELLENISTIC STYLES.
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