Finch & C°

NETHERLANDS BRABANT OR BELGAN MECHELEN LATE MEDIEVAL RARE CAST BRONZE SCULPTURE OF A HAWK OR FALCON
FROM AN ECCLESIASTICAL CHANDELIER

ANETHERLANDS BRABANT OR BELGIAN MECHELEN LATE MEDIEVAL RARE CAST BRONZE SCULPTURE OF AHAWK OR
FALCON FROMAN ECCLESIASTICAL CHANDELIER

THE HOLE AT THE TOP OF THE BIRD’S BACK WOULD HAVE ORIGINALLY HELD ALOOP FOR SUSPENDING THE CHANDELIER

ONCE HAVING WINGS INDICATED BY SLOTS ON THE BIRD’'S SHOULDERS

FIRST HALF 16 TH CENTURY 1500 - 1550

SIZE: 12.5CMHIGH, 4CMWIDE, 10CMDEEP - 5 INS HIGH, 172 INS WIDE, 4 INS DEEP

LITERATURE

ALTHOUGH THESE CAST BRONZE OR BRASS FIGURES ARE NOW OFTEN TREATED AS FREESTANDING SCULPTURES THEY
STARTED LIFE AS PART OF ECCLESIASTICAL FURNISHINGS SUCH AS BAPTISMAL FONTS, LECTERNS, CANDLESTICKS OR
AS IN THE CASE OF THIS SPLENDID HAWK, THE CENTRAL FEATURE OF ACHANDELIER.

THE MEDIEVAL CHURCH STRICTLY FORBADE PRIESTS AND BISHOPS TO PRACTISE FALCONRY, BUT THEY REMAINED
KEEN FALCONERS DELIBERATELY MSINTERPRETING THE WORD ‘DEVOTS'

(DEVOTEES) SO THAT THE TERMWOULD NOT APPLY TO THEM POPE LEO XWAS SUCH AN INVETERATE FALCONER THAT



HE WOULD HAWK IN ANY WEATHER. WILLIAM OF WYKEHAM, BISHOP OF WINCHESTER COMPLAINED THAT NUNS TAKING
THEIR FALCONS INTO CHAPEL WITH THEMINTERFERED WITH THE SERMICE. THE MEDIEVAL BISHOP OF ELY WAS SO
ENRAGED THAT HE STORMED BACK INTO THE CATHEDRAL AND THREATENED TO EXCOMMUNICATE THE CULPRIT WHO
HAD STOLEN HIS FALCONS FROMTHE VESTRY.

PROVENANCE
EXPRIVATE BELGIAN COLLECTION THE LATE MR GUY ONGHENA

THENCE BY DESCENT



