
NEW ZEALAND MAORI CARVED WOOD WAR CLUB ‘TEWHATEWHA’
A RARE NEW ZEALAND MAORI CARVED WOOD WAR CLUB ‘TEWHATEWHA’

SMOOTH SILKY PATINA OLD STONE CUT HOLE FOR THE ATTACHMENT OF FEATHERS 

JAMES HOOPER INVENTORY NUMBER TO THE SHAFT ‘H. 260’

18TH – EARLY 19TH CENTURY

SIZE: 175.5CM LONG - 69 INS LONG

 
LITERATURE

THE ‘TEWHATEWHA’ WAS A NEW ZEALAND MAORI TWO-HANDED CLUB WITH AN EXPANDED END AT THE BLADE WHICH
WAS USED BOTH AS A WEAPON AND SIGNALLING DEVICE BY THE COMMANDER OF AN ARMY, THE EXPANDED SURFACE
MAKING IT CLEARLY VISIBLE. THE ‘TEWHATEWHA’ CAUGHT THE EYE OF THE EUROPEANS, AS THE EXPANDED AXE-LIKE
BLADE OFTEN HAD HAWK OR PIGEON FEATHERS ATTACHED THROUGH A SMALL HOLE WHICH WOULD QUIVER IN THE

WIND, AND WERE FLICKED ACROSS AN OPPONENT’S FACE TO DISTRACT HIM AND PERMIT A BLOW DELIVERED WITH THE
THICK BACK OF THE BLADE. WHEN SWUNG LIKE A QUARTERSTAFF THE ENEMY WOULD BE STRUCK BY THE STRAIGHT

EDGE BEHIND THE FLAT SURFACE, OFTEN IN THE SIDE OF THE HEAD.

     WARFARE WAS COMMON AMONGST THE MAORI AS DEMONSTRATED BY THE LARGE NUMBER OF FORTIFICATIONS
KNOWN AS ‘PA’ BUILT BY THEM AND THE WIDE RANGE OF WEAPONS DEVELOPED. FIGHTING WAS AN INTEGRAL PART  OF



MAORI LIFE AND EVERY ADULT MALE BECAME A WARRIOR WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES DEMANDED. THEY WERE RIGOROUSLY
TRAINED FROM YOUTH IN MARTIAL EXERCISES AND WEAPONRY AS THERE EXISTED PRESCRIBED FIGHTING TECHNIQUES

FOR EACH WEAPON.

 

 
PROVENANCE

EX JAMES HOOPER COLLECTION NO. 260

ACQUIRED 1926 FROM COLONEL W. DAWSON STREATLEY, BERKSHIRE DESCRIBED AS A ‘HATCHET’

EX DAVID PETTY LONDON 1980’S

EX PRIVATE FRENCH COLLECTION

 


