
FINE ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE FIGURE OF THE NUDE VENUS A DIADEM IN HER HAIR
A FINE ANCIENT ROMAN BRONZE FIGURE OF THE NUDE VENUS A DIADEM IN HER HAIR HOLDING AN APPLE TO SIGNIFY

THE MYTH OF HELEN AND PARIS

PART OF A THUMB AND TWO FINGERS MISSING

SMOOTH GLOSSY GREEN PATINA WITH EXTENSIVE PATCHES OF RED

1ST CENTURY B.C - 1ST CENTURY A.D

SIZE: 20CM HIGH, 8CM WIDE, 6CM DEEP - 8 INS HIGH, 3¼ INS WIDE, 2½ INS DEEP / 29CM HIGH - 11½ INS HIGH (WITH BASE)

 
LITERATURE

VENUS WAS PARTICULARLY WORSHIPPED AS A GODDESS IN ROME WHERE JULIUS CAESAR CLAIMED TO BE HER
DESCENDANT THROUGH HIS ANCESTOR AENEAS. IN GRATITUDE FOR HIS MILITARY SUCCESSES IN THE CIVIL WAR HE

DEDICATED A TEMPLE TO VENUS GENETRIX IN 46 B.C AND LAVISHED RICH SPOILS ON IT. GAMES WERE HELD ANNUALLY
IN HER HONOUR AND WOULD LAST FOR ELEVEN DAYS. SHE WAS REGARDED AS THE MOTHER OF THE WHOLE ROMAN

RACE AND BECAME THE PERSONIFICATION OF ROME. THE 1ST OF APRIL WAS SACRED TO VENUS AS THE DAY ON WHICH
SHE WAS WORSHIPPED BY ROMAN MATRONS TOGETHER WITH FORTUNA, THE GODDESS OF PROSPERITY. IN 135 A.D

HADRIAN DEDICATED A DOUBLE TEMPLE TO HER, THE RUINS OF WHICH CAN STILL BE SEEN NEAR THE COLISEUM. SHE
HAD BECOME IDENTIFIED WITH APHRODITE BY THE 3RD CENTURY B.C AND WAS SOON REGARDED BY THE ROMANS AS

THE VIRTUAL COUNTERPART OF THE LOVE GODDESS.
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